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The PREFACE to 
the Reader. 


IJ? 


HO I don't expes you ſhould be plras'd with-4 my Thoughts aber ® 
the Intereſt of England, yet I ehallenge your good Opinion of 
their Author, For they appear in Public for your Service, and not 
for his Sati. fact ion. He knew very well, that the 

putting em together would be bis : And that be muſt forgo the 
Pleaſure, and the Reputation of dreſſing em out to Advantage: That you Which By 
might not ſtay for the Thoughts of an —— til they could ſerve P r us d 
for nothing, but to aggravate your Misfortune bor however has this do call Vo- 
Satufadia, whether. you like bim or his Boo, that be does but riſque bis Re · lapt ar Ho- 
putation for you bis dear Count x men, and: for the Caxſe of Litert Fer which, minumg, 


if it fla God, he's not afraid to loſs bis Life:  Deamgz 

I the mean time. co well too, that 'tis juſt Thonghts end Method | 

that render 4 Book, uſeful ;; and that: era Periods and eaſy Tranſitions, ſerve - 
therefore the Piece ought to be errur d, and 


only to it agreeable :. "He thi 
the P e for attending to true Features 8 


rho the Colouring be not ſo lively, nor ſo clean as be could wiſh ; ſince the incredi- 
ble hurry of the Draught did not allow bim to purſue bot both, 

And indeed, if he might be ſo free, he would let the World know, that Exad7- 
neſs in bis Opinion would be but — — 4 Pamphlet, which like a 
Muſhroom is fo come forth and dy in 4 Night. tangy e to a 
eut an indifferent Collation with the Order and Cπ] n of ae pats. 

Huch Book ſhou'd appear mightily labour d, the World won preſently — 

There was more Coft than Worſbip. The Author profeſſes to be 4 good deal A.q 

their Mind. He's ſenſible that Occaſions create and defiroy Pamphlets, and - iy 


7 and pallthe Appetite, ibat mu :- He imagines the Occa- 
4 2 51 nd foe e, careful in the Perfor- 
1 Be mh ber won d forgive him for medling with 
t 1 5 te bis miſmanagement, mayn't be imputed ; 
to the 22 of their Cauſe. 


The Author deſires bis Reader too in particular to take mtice, That the Repre- 
— of the State of the — 3 in the Apoſtolical Ti m_— 
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perfectly new #0 bim, as it is libely to be to every one, that reads as little Bi- 
vinity as be does, beſides the Bible, And ſ% were his Thoughts about Occaſional 
In the lag mi tho when they firſt deeur d, and be 2 Subjeck. Rr th: he has 
der end of Lead what Mr. Calamy hs oblig d the World with upan that Head, yet be did not 
is Tenth ys to do it, _ 04 4 very. few days, and after bis on Thoughts upan 
l that Matter were fmiſh'd, 
_— This the Author thinks bimſelf ablig'd to y; not becauſe be is aſham'd © to 
Mr, * ©2rrow any thing from Mr. Calamy, or from. any Man of bie good Sener Bat 
8 10 5 only that. his Reader knowing that they are nat taken. from Paity-Wiltings, but 
Life the ſtudy of the Scriptures; he may be the leſs refolv'd againſt them, and ſearch- 
5 ing whether they are true or n). The Author is forc d to intimate thi tog, that 
if there be any Faults in his Reaſoning upon that Head, they may be the more 
readily excus'd, For if be has ſaid ary tbhiag ſevere upon any Men, who have 
different Opinions about that Matter, ii, becauſe he finds no ſtrength in 
their Diſcourſes, and not becauſe he is ſure that there's @ great deal in his 
"Own, | 
The Author hopes he has given ſome Hints, that may help to the Decidi | 
the Queſtions about Conformity and Schiſm, which have coſt us ſo dear. fl * 
it will be found, that thoſe Controverſys may be ſet in a clearer Light from 
Apoſtolical Practice and Scripture-Criticiſm, than from -Syſtematical and Ab- 
ſtracted Notions, If the Author's Hints, or his Ignorance, ſhould provoke an 
abler Pen at more leiſure, to purſue the Truth, and correct his. Miſtakes ; be 
Greg * he ſhould think his omn Time, and his Book's Reputation 
well beftaw'd. N 1 


My Bookſeller * — muſt ſay 2 ed og 1 
uaint my that there are ſe entire Parags added re fo 
4 Qualifications for Employment s, to Perſecution, and Uniformity;, and 
many Additions and Alterations in other Places, - There was but a very little 
time allow d to the firſt Compoſure : The great haſt ef the P e, like 
the Precipitaney of Digeſtion, created too many Diſorders, and left doo much %] 
for Corrections and Amendments. A Review had made great many mite th 
the Reader will meet with, if I had not found, that the Faults of the f Edi- 
tion were like thoſe of the firſt Concoltion, which require more P ains- and Lelſure 
than I could. dere to corre in a Second. © However I muſt ſay; that fince my 
Review I have not alter d the Thoughts — ret the Expreſſions. 
4 hope my Reader will not complain of the Additions,” ſo much: as my Book- 
ſeller, I can't pretend after. all, thus be any Wares that in ny Senſe or 
yours will be worth the Mony: But he deſires me to aſſure you, to compenſate 
for bis Trouble, that in his Senſe "be never ſold better Penny-worth: © 
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The Intefeft'of England. 
vince the World, that none bore a greater Affection than they 


did, to a Monarchy, when it was regulated according to our - 


known Laws and Conſtitution. The Church onthe contrary, 
during this Triumph over her Enemies, found ſome of her 
moſt eminent Members for their Service and high Station in 
the Church, as juſtly chargeable with Schiſm as the Diſſenters, 
and much upon the ſame account. And the generality of both 
the Laity and the Clergy have had occaſion to demonſtrate the 
ſmall Affection they have for a Monarch that ſhall invade their 
Rights, and meddle with their Property. They have parted 
with their two darling Notions, the Power of the Magiſtrate 
in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, and the Obligation to Paſſive Obedi- 
ence without any Limitation. - - | 

So that it is high time to lay theſe Accuſations againſt the 
Diſſenters aſide. But it is thought fit that a new one ſhould 
try its fate. A Rebel is inconfiſtent with the Government, 
and a Schiſmatic with the Church; and yet a more monſtrous 
Character is contriv'd for a Diſſenter, and he is now to be 
repreſented as a Hypocrite, and inconſiſtent with himſelf. 
If a Man may be allow'd to make a Conjecture, this is not like 
to do the Church ſo much Service, or the Diſſenters ſo much 
Miſchief as the former: Since here is room enough to recrimi- 
nate, which there was not when the other Crimes were firſt 
laid to their Charge. The reaſonableneſs of the Conjecture 
2 little time will evince : But in the mean while one would 
be ĩnduc d to believe that ſome Men were faced to be unhap- 
py, and that that was all the account that could be given of 
the matter. The Rigor of the Diſſenters gave occaſion for 
the firſt Charge, and the Moderation they have ſhewn: more 
frequently of late, by Occafſonal Conformity, has given birth 
to rhe laſt. Like the unhappꝶ People of Rome under Tiberius; 
to whom every Action was liable to be miſinterpreted. Con. 
ceri for the Glory of the Empite, was a ſecret Deſign to gain 
it. Remembrance of Liberty was aiming to reſtore the 
Commonwealth: To pralſe Brutus and Caſſius was 2 capital 
time, aud to chmmendt Auguſtus, io Tiberius had decreed 
him Divine Honours! was af Reret Offence: To his ſuſpici- 
ons- atid creduſcus Temper,” Smiplicity"of Diſcourſe expreſt 
evil Deſigns, and Silence conceal'd worle Intentions :. Joy _ 


in roſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenters. — 
| the hope of the Prince's Death; Meleacholy an .odpyidg: his 
Proſperity, and Fear the bodin pprehenſions of a guilty Suer. in 
Conſcience. The caſe of theſe JYy py Pop undet Caligu- i 7 
la reſembled that of the Diſſenters more nearly. For aſter he 
had made his Siſter Druſilla, who had been his Harlot in her 
Lite, a Deity at her Death; to follow his Example and be 
ſorry for her Death, was to blaſpheme her Deity z and to 
rejoice at her Advancement among the Gods, was to be pleas d In vit. Cal. 
with her Death; and to be ſilent, was to be inſenſible of bis 
Loſs, or his Siſter's Gain. 
And thus any Man would ſwear that the Diſſenters were 
doom d to Calumny and Hardſhips, let chem behave them. 
ſelyes how they will, when they are to ſuffer for doing well 
meerly becauſe they don t do ſo always: And that at à time 
when doing well Occaſionally is become a Mode, and a Pre- 
dicament among Mankind. Aſtrology ſnould be conſulted 
what unhappy Planet reign'd when Nonconformity took its 
riſe; ſince tis not to be be allow d the Diſſenters co worſhip 
God Occaſionally in a Church, when- the higheſt — 
have found an Occalion to worſhip God in 
and when it is bo Var Occaſionally chat the 8 of 
the Nation worthip —_— —— can help 


eaſe of the Diſſenters very and See ke 
* their 


they are to be iaveigh 4255 2 
at the ſame time that all Want beſides habe found the — 


Practices neceſſary ? The Paſſive Obedience mongers 
found it neceſſary upon Occaſion to conform to the 3 
Reſiſtance; the Tories to Whiggiſm, and dea Pay to. — 
Doctrine of the Prerogative: The Prelatical 
thought it expedient to plead for the diſtin Power o 
byters, and the Low Church fer che Rights 
= For dna W che” ED 25 22 the 
cus vi — t 8 t 
ormerly been 

2 7 he ente of Moderation, ask Pardon 

he Ning, Ta 4 word, the good Or. 
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4 The Intereſt of England, 

Stat& Diſſent ers than ever it has made Occaſional Communi- 

cants. ' - 77 der- 
But tho none are innocent, yet. all are for hindring 
Occaſional Conformity. A Religious Teſt for the Occaſi- 

onal Communicants is thought neceſſary by tlioſe very Men 

who have of late inveighd very warmly. agaiaſt Civil 
ones; while there is this remarkable difference: That the 
Diſſenters have all along e againſt the Secular Power 

in Sacred Matters, tho none have ever queſtion d its Autho- 
rity to make us give any Civil Security for our Allegiance. 
But it ſnould ſeem that Diſſenters are not to have Neighbour's 
fare. They are to be treatedas Exceptions from Human Na- 
The Caſe of ture, and from that ſtanding Rule of dealing with our fellow: 
the Tolera. Creatures, as we would be dealt by. A certain Author 
tin recog- writing very lately about the Toleration, has thought fit to 
nix d, p. give this Rule a new turn, and only to direct the Church to 
22. J. 23. deal by others as others would deal by them. So that I ſhall 
not enquire what is due to the Nonconformiſts from the Government 
: by.the Law ef Nature, and the" firſt Notions of Suljection: Since 
upon the Principles that Men go 2 that is not like 
to make any great Impreſſions. Beſides that this part of the 
Argument has been ſo excellently well treated by an able Pen, 
in ſome Letter troncerning Toleration, that-it would be a folly to 
ay any thing.mote upon that Subject, than- co-repeat or re- 
deavour to ſew,; how Exglanid ought to bebave her ſelf to the Diſ- 
4 os 0-7" W or 1 7 receive from 

9 4 to the different Influence that fferent .C a@riage 

nich have 1e them. 12 Intereſt; may be heard when 


Jullice can't. 11512 A o belt g Anale 29. Nds 
This is the Queſtion in general. Now! ſince the Govern- 
whoſe Cariiage can affect the Di aud ſince their Car- 
tiage can be 'd with what it is at preſent) but either 


moderate or ſevere; this general Quaſtion muſt conſiſt of theſe 
talen Whether it bt the Imterieff of :the, Government to treat the 
' DiſſenterriwithSeverity of Moderation Aud, 2, Which of the Two, 
rener br the intereſt of the Govennwent gi, the Intereſt of the Church ? 

"The preſent Carriage of the Goverament to the Diflenters, 


+ oY 
* 


\ d s . | 

& reſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenters. 

is known to conſiſt io a Toleration of their way of Worſhip, 
and an Admiffon of any of that Perſwaſion, to enjoy any. 
Place or Ofhce, upon bis receiving the Sacrament according to 
the manner of the Church of Exgland, at his firſt Admiſiy . 
Now then if the Government wou d carry it more ſeverely to 
the Diſſenters, it muſt either make a new Teſt, which wou'd 
particularly keep the Diſſenters out of Offices of Truſt ; or 
take away the Laws that. Tolerate em all, and leave em to 
the Penalty of thoſe Statutes which oblige 'em to worſhip 
God according to the manner of the Church of England only: 
This would be Severity in the Government. And twou d 
Severity in the Church to uſe her latereſt (which is very con- 
ſiderable upon many accounts) with the Government to pro- 
cure it. But on the other hand, if the Government wou d car- 
ry it Moderately and Kindly to the Diſſenters; it muſt at leaſt 
let things remain as are, without any alteration to their 


Prejudice, which ſatisties the Diſſenters well enough: Grir 


the Government wou d carry the good · natur d Part further, 
and give higher Inſtances of its Kindneſs and Deſires to ob- 
lige, it muſt enlarge or remove the preſent Teſt”; repeal thoſe 
eo or Eg, 
or (et y Law, . as t ve 5 
ſtabliſn d Church. But tho theſe are things that the Diſſenters 
cou d not but be well pleas d With, yet 8 they are 
fo very proper to be thought of at. preſent, and which ey 
are well enough contented without. But be that how it wi 


tis certain that one or the other of theſe wou d be Inſtances of 


Moderation in the Government : And it wou d be ſuf- 
ficient Moder 
to procure it. aan 
But I am ſenſible, that whilſt. Im treating this part of my 
— I handle a tender Point, and that I oughtto handle it 
ly. An angt 

very great 


3 


Hum 
We ſwell and look big on each other, and 
the Tumour has a many ſuſpicious 2 which 
make it look not fo likely. t ſcatter as. to break. - May the 
Phyfician preſcribe the Lenitive which may abate the In- 
— and render Inciſious and Ampueations uſele(s. For 


ation inthe Church, if Ihe won dd uſeher Intereſt | 


our. has enflim'd our Parties to a 
the ; 


har Handthis Appiaion i reer'd, God only kndws. Bue 


* 
on 
* * 4 
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I wou'd do all that is in my power to mitigate ſhall forbear 
inquiring, Vhether it wow'd be for the Intereſt of Elgland to enlarge 
the Teſt, and comprehend or ſettle the Diſſenting way of Worſhip ? 
And only prove, that to frame a Teſt, which ſhall mate the 
way to Places and Offices of Truſt, not only inacceſſible to Diſ- 
ſenters, but more difficult than that already in being, « againf 
the Intereſt of the Government and of the "Church, hether this 


Teſt makes the way to a Place uneaſy or perfectly bars it up, 


there is no great difference: For you ſtil! affect the Diſſenters 
in their Conſcience or their Intereſt, two tender Parts, which 


like the Apple of the Eye you cannot touch but you muſt - 


hurt. So that if the Government ſhould but endeavour to 
make the Admiſſion to a Place more difficult, and ſhould on- 
ly endeavour that, by forbidding Perſons in Office to go to Diſ- 
ting Meetings, without inflicting any Penalty, but barely 
that of making their Office to them to become void ; or by any 
other the moſt gradual and inſenſible Methods that can be con- 
triv'd 3 and yet {till I think it may be prov d, chat ic would be 
both againſt the Intereſt of the Church, and of the State. On 
by the way, let the Reader take notice, that if it be prov” 
that this, which is the loweſt Inſtance of Severity to the 
Diſſenters, be againſt the Intereſt of England: ic will follow 
of courſe, that all higher Inſtancesaremuch more ſo. 
That my Arguments may be the clearer, I'll only ſuppoſe 
that this Carriage will diſob/ige the Diſſenters. And this I be- 
lieve no body doubts : Yet leſt my Reader ſhould think me 
too bold in begging this Propoſition, let him but "conſider 
whether it will not diſoblige em to deprive em of Places and 
Offices of Truſt, and to enrich thoſe with the Spoils, that 
are either Enemies to them, to the Govertiment, or to both? 
Whether it will not be the ſureſt way to exaſperate them, to 
hinder them from enjoying the [Advantages of the Govern- 
meat, who were ſo hearty in eftabliſhing the Succeſſion, as 
well asthe late 5 have 2 2 — — 
in maintaining the Honour and Digmty of the preſent one? 
Whether e not be the greateſt Affront to them, co 


make ſuch a Teſt, as does in effect repreſent: them to the 


World as having Principles, which render them unfit — 


The Intereſt of England, . Hul. lol. — 


that] mayn't in the mean while fret and chafe a Sore, which 
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in reſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenters; 7 
be truſted ? And from wbenee 3 Man muſt be ſorcd to — 
conclude, that the Government takes the Diſſenters for more 

dangerous Men, than choſe who diſpens'd with our Laws and 
berray'd our Charters. Since tho the Project to incapacitate 

the latter for a Term of Years was laid afide; becauſe it would 
have narrow d the Foundation of our Eiberties: Vet a Teſt 

to incapacitate Diſſenters for ever is introduce d, tho no Body 
pretends that ſuch a Teſt is the way to enlarge it. Beſides that 
People would be the more apt to make this Inference, becauſe 

elſe it would not be eaſy to account, how it comes to pals, that 

ſome ſhould be treated worſe for acting according to their Con- 

ſcience, than ſome others for acting againſt it. Nay and in ſhort, 
from whence a Man muſt collect (as every one muſt from a 
Negative Teſt, that ſhould only forbid Men to frequent or go 
to Diſſenting Meetings) that the Government chinks the Diſ- 

ſenters more unfit for Places of Truſt, meerly becauſe they 
worſhip God in a Meeting, than it does an Atheiſt, 2 Deiſt, 

a Socinian, or a Libertine, that either owns' no God, or wor- 

ſhips none after a Chriſtian manner. If cheſe Conſequences be 
notjuſtly drawn, why muſt there be a Teſt contriy'd againſt 
pretended Schilmatics, when there is none in Being or Defign, - 
againſt thoſe more heinons Offenders? 

But if the Reaſoning be juſt, how unaccountable will ic be 
to puniſh Men, who hitherto ſtand unconvicted, by depriving 
ent of 2 boa ag receive the Honors and "Profits 
of 'a Place of Truſt ? This is equal to * 2 Man's Pro- 
perty by a Fine; or to the depriving him of aLegal Capacity 
to receive the Benefits of a Legacy or an \Executorſhip. A 
Man has a Right to enjoy nothing in a Country, but what he 
enjoys by Law; and he has an equal Right to every thing chat 
he ſo enjoys. And conſequently every Deprivation, of any 
thing which he enjoys by Law, is *equally a Puniſhment in 
Kind, thonot in Now the Difſenters at preſent have 
2 Capacity by Law, upon giving the Sacramental Ry 
that they are not Popiſh Recuſants, to hold any Place, which 
any other of their Peers, or Fell ſubjects of che ſame 
Rank and Station,” can hald or enjoy. And they have at 2 
ſent as much Right to this Capacity, as to-any part of their 
Property, ot to their Capacity to take by Teſtament, AG 


= 
3 
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The Caſe of Author, but purely for want of diſtinguiſhing between the 
the Toler, DP to hold an Office, and the actual Right 
recogniz'd, By confo 


p. 17. 


And therefore to depriye them of the Capacity to hold a 
Place, is as much a Puniſhment in kind, as to deprive. them 
of any of the other. And indeed it is greater than à Eine in 


zen, as ſuch, has at all times a Ca 
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degree: For Incapacitating a Man to receive the Profits of 
ſome Places, which Diſſenters have at preſent a Capacity to 
receive, is a Puniſhment much more ſevere than the incapa- 
citating them by a Fine to hold a ſmaller Part of their Pco- 
perty, which before they had a Capacity to enjoy. And tho 
every Citizen has not a Right as a Citizen to every Office, no 
more than he has a Right to every Legacy; yet as every Citi- 
ity to take a Legacy, and 
2 Right toit, when it is bequeath'd him by Teſtament, accord- 
ing to a due Form of Law; till he ſorfeits ir by ſome Offence : 
So every Citizen, as a Citizen, has at all times a. CARES 
till he forfeits it, to hold an Office; and a Right to hold it 
whenit is confer'd upon him, according to the Method which 
the Law preſcribes. No doubt when it is forteited in either 
of the Caſes, he may be depriv'd of it; but then ſuch a De- 
privation muſt neceſſarily be allow d to come under the Noti- 
on of a Puniſhment. This has been deny'd indeed by a late 


to execute it. 
unding theſe two Ideas, his whole Argument be. 
comes ſophiſtical and faulty: And yet he builds a moſt malici- 
ous and a far · fetch d Remark upon it, altogether unworthy of 
that better Temper, which appears in a great many other pla- 
CESO is Book. ie | ©1353" a 1 
Thus far à Teſt, that incapacicates- Diffenters to hold Places 
for going to ſeparate Meetings, puniſhes them alls but it will 
puniſh thoſe much more ſeverely, who will be thereby de- 
riv*d of Offices which they actu Hoes: Theſe Offices they 
hold by Law, as much as they hold their Eſtate, or any * 
Right which they enjoy. And as no Man can be depriv'd of 

any Right or any part of his Property, but under the notion of a 

Puniſhment; ſo can no Diſſenter be depriy'd ol his r det in 
the ſame way. And indeed the Puniſhment will be none © pe 
mildeſt. Fm ſure it will be more ſevere than. the Fines 0 
ſome late Reigns. For depriving the Difſemters of theEtmo- 
luments of ſomePlaces, is depriving them of more Mony, 
- Fi * 5 * rn 
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in reſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenters. 

to which they have a Right at preſent, than the Fines did, 
which were levy'd by Acts 1n the Reign of K. Charles 
II. And ſince that Author allows chat to puniſh Men for wor- 
ſhipping God according to their Conſcience, is Perſecution ; 
He and all the World muſt allow that the Teſt we have been 
diſcourſing of, is a Perſecution in the ſtricteſt ſenſe. Nei- 
ther my time, nor a Pamphlet of this nature will allow me, 
to enter into a ſtricter examination of that Author's Argu- 
ment. But I believe I have ſaid enough to a Man of his good 
ſenſe to Convince him, and vindicate his Diſſenter, whom he 
has preſt to give up the Cauſe: As he muſt all, that have not 

leiſure or capacity to conſider what he advances. For it muſt 


vince him, 
1 his Teſt, purchas d but under Gach L, itati 
ſtript by chis were ; imitations 
as have been comply d with: And how a new Limitation can 
be foiſted in, after the Purchaſe is made, without Injaſtice, is 
above the Underſtanding of a Subject. There g; no doubt in- 
deed but the Government may impoſe any new Limication for 
its own Security, without Injuſtice; but how ſuch a Limitati- 


on, as only. hinders Mens worſhipping Godin a Meeting, can 
be a Security 1 much out of the reach 


of a common Capacity as the former... And really fance this 
new Limitation can be only defign'd- to limit. Mens Conſcien- 
ces or their Intereſts, it requires a very metaphyſical Head to 
diſtinguiſh it froman open Encroachment upon the Liberty of 
Conſcience, The two AYER my mind ſo inſeparably 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
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connected, that nothing can divide them but the Slight 


of a Jeſuir. This will be plainer yet to any one who 
conſiders, that this Teſt will not only deprive Men of Pla- 


ces of Truſt and Honour which they have bought, but of Pla- 


ces of meer Profit too. Now till Faggots ſhould enlighten a 
Man's Underſtanding, or a Party of Apoſtolic Dragoons 
ſhould be ſent to convince him, one can hardly conceive what 
mighty Danger threatens the Government, if a Perty-Oficer 


ffi 
at the Cuſtom Houſe goes to a Meeting. And pray then 


where's the Security the Government can receive by a Li- 
mitation, which ſhould hinder him from frequenting em? 


Eſpecially if care ſhould not be taken at the ſame time 


to force him to go to worſhip God in a Church. This Con- 
fideration ſets the thing in a true Light. It diſcovers the con- 


ceal'd Perſecution, and the pretended Security of the Go- 


vernment, and makes all real Advantages to diſappear. 


Andif we yet farther add, that this new Limitation to which. 


the Conſciences of a great many of her Majeſty's good Sub- 


| jets, who have become Purchaſers of theſe Places, can't ſub- 


mit, will deprive a great many of Places of Profit, which they 
have not only bought, but by which they and their Families en- 


tirely ſubſiſt; The Mask will be quite taken off. And Pm ſure 


he muſt have a Jeſuits Forehead as well as his Subtlety, who 
will pretend to deny, that, whatever be the Caſe of the reſt of 


the Diſſenters, when this Teſt ſhall take place, his Caſe will not 
come under the notion of a ſevere Perſecution, who has only 


the Liberty to ſin or to ſtarve. 


And now one would think the Hardſhips we have already. 
mention d enough in Conſcience to convince any Man, that 


this Teſt will commence a Perſecution; and yet he be confir- 
med in the Opinion, it he add this Conſideration to the former, 
That it will brand ſo many innocent ſober Men with ſuch 


Marks of ia; — Diſgrace. Reproach and Slander are, 


in the account o Sacred Writers, ſome of the greateſt 


Trials ot our Chriſtian Courage, and ſome of the fügheſt In- 


ſtances off our Milicant State. And accordingly we are 
particularly fore warn d, and commanded to be forearm'd a- 
inſt em. Wherefore St. Pan! gives them who ſtood 


N 


the Shock. of cruel Mockings, a place in that Glorious Liſt 
of Worthys, that he gives us in his Epiſtle to * 


* "TE * _ * » 
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in reſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
Iſaac himſelf was one of theſe Paſſive Heroes, and ſuffer d the 
Perſecution of his Brother Iſhmael, tho he was neicher pu · 
niſh'd with Stripes, nor Bonds, nor Fines, not with the Fate 
which another young Martyr receiv'd from the Hands of an 
elder Brother. Reputation is a Bleſſing next in Rank to our 
Lives, and above that of Fortune, And a Puniſhmeat that 
tends to expoſe any Men, as Perſons unfit for Society, is a- 
bundantly more ſevere than Fines and  Amercements. And 
yet ſuch will be the puniſhment and note of Diſtinction that 
this Teſt will put upon Diſſenters; tho none have (hewn grea* 
ter readineſs to give the Government any aſſurances of Fidelity 
and Obedience. This Teſt is at once Pilloring all Diſſenters: 
A Puniſhment.much more ſevere than the Mulcts of the late 
Reigns ; and e'en. juſt as conſiſtent with a Toleration : Which 
includes the lawfulneſs of che thing tolerated z whereas this 
Teſt puniſhes it by more Ways than one, and neceſſarily infers 
it a Tranſgreſſion of a Law. To promiſe a Toleration in 
one Breath, and propoſe ſuch a Teſt in the next; or to pretend 
to continue che one, while the other is introduc d, is a Raille- 
ry altogether improper for a ſerious Aſſembly. Indeed it may 
chance to pleaſe ſome hardned malicious Spirits: bur at the 
ſame time it muſt needs cut deep in a tender Conſcience; and 


_ it as a conſtanc Litany; From ſuch a Toleration good Lord 
iver us! . * 9 a; 
However ſuppoſe, for once, -a Diſſentet futniſh'd with a 
Stock of Stoiciſm, ſufficient to keep him in temper, under 
theſe Reflections: Can it be thought he wou'd remain fo, 
hen he conſider d, that ſach a Proceeding had in all probabi- 
lity a further deſign, than the bare excluſion of Diſſenters 
from Offices; and was an Engine brought upon the Stage, on 
purpoſe to repeal the Toleration? Which he maſt be very rea- 
dily induc'd to believe. |. For ſince tis no ways ſalſe nor pru- 
dent, to diſoblige a Body of Men, wichout putting it out of 
heir power to reſent it 3, nor to attack the Toleration, but b 
ſlening and e number ot thoſe it tolerates; It 
vill not be ſtrange if he concludes, chat when once that Game 
ins, and Reſolutions. are taken tc weaken the Oiſſenters, 
on is the thing intended. And will he not be 


their Extirpati 
2 ; - — 


make the Diſſenters, tho never ſo averſe to forms of Prayer, 


. O's 


12 


Miſchief. 


| Reader will not take for 
at preſent, he ſhall' have Demonſtration for by and 


ſacred Exemption fromthe ravage of every wild 


"_ 
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calculated for this End and Purpoſe (by being ſuch as ſhall on · 
ly hinder Men in Office from going to Meetings) to be con- 
trived like a Net, that will keep back the Diſſenters from Of- 
fices, whilſt it is large enough to let Libertines in Principle and 
Practice paſs; leſt ir ſhou'd engage that ſort of Men to combine 
with the Diſſenters, who by an united Force might happily 
break it ? For if it were meerly the Deſign to keep all ill Men 
out of Offices, and it were allow'd that the Diſſenters were 
ill Men; yet a Teſt (that was to keep out ill Men, as ſuch) 
ought not to be contriv'd to keep them out alone, unleſs. 
they were the only ill Men, or the worſt in the Kingdom; 
And by the way, tho the Free-Thinkers of the Age, as they 
are pleas'd to ſtile themſelves, may imagine, that a Teſt, that 
forbids Men in Office to go to Meetings, does not affe& them 
in the leaſt; yet that is the only fort that an honeſt 
Diſſenter can take in ſuch a Teſt, that after thoſe Gentlemen 
have willingly ſeen the Difſenters in Office robb'd of the 
Liberty they juſtly enjoy, they'll quickly after find themſelves 
depriv d of the Liberties, which if they don't: unjuſtly enjoy, 
one cannot but ſay they have manifeſtly abus d. 
Theſe are ſhrewd Prejudices that fomething more is intend- 
ed by this Teſt, than making an Incloſure of the Offices of 


Euglaud, for the benefit of the Church, and reſtraining the 


Diſſenters from the advantage of Places, which before lay 
open to them with the reſt of their Neighbours. When 
Alterations are on foot, and a Common is encroach'd upon and 
enclos'd, the- next Field is not out of _ of being laid. 
open; eſpecially if the ſame Power, and as fair a pretence can 
be made tor the one as for the other. Tis but a ſtep from 
enacting a Law inconſiſtent with that of the Toleration, to 
the repealing the AR it ſelf : And a Goal or a Halter is uſually 
the Preferment that ſucceeds to the Pillory or the Cart; and 
is. certainly the ſhorreſt way to ſecure ill men from doi 
Diveſting thoſe of Power who are the beſt Friends 

to a Toleration, and ſubverting the Conſtitution (which if the 
granted, to be the effects of this Teſt 


ſent, be ſhall hay 50 d e 
plucking up firſt the Stakes, and they the Hedg it ſelf which 
is zbogr the Liberty of Conſcience, and whi prot tha 


L 


every 
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every common Treſpaſſer. And when this Fence ſhall be taken 
away, the Toleration has nothing but a bare Word for its 
Security. And tho there's not the leaſt reaſon to imagine 
that there will ever be any occaſiongiven to call the Religious 
obſervation of one Promiſe in queſtion; yet there's as little 
reaſon to depend upon the Security of any other, after 
we have feen how light ſome have made of it them- 
ſelves, who have pretended to a more than ordinary 
ſhare of Reputation and Credit. So that it muſt be 
own'd that when ever this comes to be the caſe, the Tole- 
ration will ſtand upon a very narrow Bottom: And tis hard 
to believe (ſince to God and Wiſe men what is the Event in 
Act, is 5, 97 Foreſight) that tis not at preſent undermin'd. 
Her Majeſty has declar'd; that ſhe will exclude all Diſſenters 


from Places, ſo that the Church has nothing to fer from em. 


But if this won't ſatisfy, and on Arr ſtill be incapacitated by 
Law, and remov'd from the Leg tive as well as the Executive 
Power of England, one would be ready to think that the Diſ- 
ſenters have every thing to fear from the Church. No can 
any. Diſſenter ſee a Teſt ſer on foot, which does. not only appear 
to him «nkind, and ungrateful, partial and ſebere; neither procur d 
by his Demerits, nor conſiſtent with bis Privileges > but which threa- 
tens the Liberty of his Conſcience too, the molt valuable Bleſſing 


that the late Revolution could confirm to him; 


more valuable far the Security of his Civil Liberties or 
Eſtate: Can any Diſſenter, I'fay, ſee this, and not be diſoblig d ? yrefar. 
The Reader that can ſuppoſe it muſt go farther than 2 late Alu- Diſcanſe te 
thor, and not only deny a Diſſenter the Reputation of the Pro- * Fran. 
teſtant Religion, e Privilege of Humanity; and muſt 3 
ſuppoſe him co be ſomerhing inferiour to a Machine of Paſt- ;;. | 
board; which complains and makes a Noiſe when 1 N. 
it, and not à Man of like Paſſions wich himſelf. Aid indeed Nan 
were all that made Pretenſions to the Proteſtant Religion, Chriſ- . — 
tians of that Author s fize, I don't know whether any body ſre be 
en angry wir him for diſputing them 
f 227 g | Men e BY on, Jan. 30. 
+ Now it is a Maxim ol all Governmencs to prevent re un- 701. 
eꝛſineſs in theit Subjects: that would make them thi Al- 


terations; and tis plain that thoſe Governments are the moſt 
happy, whichObligetheic Subjects, and engage em W 


alter Men are injur d, there 
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tereſt by a preſent Advantage, or the hopes of a: future one. 
And we know ſome at no great diſtance, ſupported: in a man- 
ner by the Aſſiſtance, that a, careful regard to this Principle 
affords, againſt an infinite. number of Preſſures, that muſt - 
otherwiſe have unavoidably ſunk them. What then can make 
us think it for our Intereſt ro take a quite contrary courſe? 
For it will appear from the nature of the thing, as well as from 
Experience, that Uneaſineſs under any Government unhinges a 
Man from that Government that makes him uneaſy: And ac- 
cording to its different Degrees, and the different Paſſions that 
govern the uneaſy Man, makes him either Uſeleſs or Prejudicial. 
If he be of the mildeſt Diſpoſition, which carries him to extenu- 
ate an Injury, and his Vneaſineſs riſes no higher than Jealouſies 
and Suſpicions, yet this Man will become uſeleſs. But if his 
Natural Temper carries him to Reſent and Revenge, heis very-. 
likely to become Dangerous. For he's very likely to dread the 
Government, when he don't revere it: To, fret and to com- 
plain, to ſower his own Blood and taint his Neighbours, and to 
carry things farther than a good Subject, and an honeſt Man 
ought. Love is the beſt Obligation to Duty, for tis Conſtant and 
Effectual: Whereas Fear can only make Men do their Task by 
halves, when their Maſter's Eye is over them; but can never 
make the Maſter ſecure, when his Back is turn'd. 1 

The Diſſenters have always been accounted Rebellious, by 


| ſome, who would be thought the beſt Friends of 3 | 


Tho I think any body that caſts but his Eye upon our Hiſtory 
muſt allow, that if the Diſſenters have outdone the Churcs: 
in 4 of 1 the Church has not come behind 
them in Practice. But if the Charge were true, it. would 
appear from hence at whoſe door it muſt lie: Since they are 
the cauſes of the Rebellion, who provoke a Man to it. And 

5 | 's no Way toobviate Revenge, but 
by diſabling them to make any. So chat it would be no bet- 
ter Policy to make the Diſſenters uneaſy, unleſs tis defign'd d 
to confiſcate or baniſh them; than to ſtrike a Man, and not ta 


Eh E of e e At- 
cer t 0 Nants 's was repea! - extirpating Hugue-- 
nots was abſolutely Diſſenters are conſiderable 
for their-Nwwher, as well as their Subſtance, Some who pre- 
tend to have conlidered the matter, compute them, according 

to 


. 
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to the moſt modeſt Computation, to bear the proportion ofone 
to four. Would it be good Policy then to diſoblige afourth 

part of the People of England, and to ſhake them off from 

every dependance on the Government, but that of Dread 

and Fear? Would it be prudence to tempt them to murmur 

and repine, and ſome violent wicked Spirits perhaps to what 1 

worſe ? And that at a time, when, to the great grief of every 

true Engliſh-man, People ſeem to be ſo univerſally jealous 

and apprehenſive :: When Love, the band of Society and 
Perfection, ſeems to be broken; and a great many of the 

Cords with which we had bound up our Leaky. Veſſel, burſt 
aſunder. Is this a time, when all Hands ſhould be aloft, 
trimming the Sails, and managing the Pump, to employ a 

great many in cutting the Cords by which ſhe hangs together, 

becauſe a few ignorant or treacherous Mariners pretend they 

are rotten, and yet can produce no better, nor ſo good, to 

ſupply their place? Fx | 

But I would not be miſtaken... I don't ſay the Diſſenters 

will ever carry it thus, and fret and repihe againſt the Goverh- 

ment, tho it ſhould diſoblige them; contrary to their avow'd 
Principles, and their peaceable Sufferings in ſome of the late- 
Reigns. Nay, I muſt own that their Principles would engage 

'em to perform the Duty that they owe to a Goverument 

(tho it ſhould uſe em unkindly) for Conſcience ſake; com- 

mitting their Cauſe quietly to God, to whom Revenge be 

longs: And that the Patience oſ their Tempers inur d to Paſſive 

Obe dias and accuſtom'd to the Yoke: from their Youth, 

would make a quiet ſubmiſſion to Hardſhips more eaſy to 

them, than to any others in their Caſe. Their Sufferings in- * ; 
deed may berepreſented as light and trivial t a diſtance:-Bue .. 
they can t be thought ſo; if we would but caſt our Eye back + arg. of 
upon the Laws that were then made, or the manner of their Halif.Ler. 
Execution: Together with” the Nature of the Offence to 7.44. te 
which thoſe Penaltys were annex d, and by. whom they were ms * 
both enacted and inſſicted. Theſe N cum- m Re- 
ſtances. and would have made any Men revenge che Injury, fe#ions on 
that had acted by that 3 when it had been in their « Bok cal. 
Power, as it was allow /d by all to have been in the Diſſenters 133 
power, in the Reign of K. James . But I am ſure, not with. —_ 
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and Principles, till the Paſſive-Obedience-Mongers have argu- | 
ed Angerand Revenge outof human Nature, a Government 
ſhould in good Policy, treat 9 as Men of Paſſions, 
and not as Men made up of Principles: And muſt expect, 
ſince Mens Paſſions are chan their Principles, that Se- 
verity will make Men forget their Principles, or contradict 
them. Or that if they ſhould not, but ſhould have Virtue e- 
nough to act above Revenge, that it is not the Intereſt of ſuch 
a Government to give them an opportunity to exerciſe thoſe 
Virtues, which muſt put chat Government to the bluth : And 
make the World confeſs, that inſtead of deſerving ſevere 
Treatment, they were the Men (ſince they are truly and 
fit to Rule, who are fit to Suffer) that are to be oblig d with 
Offices of Truſt; if it be the Decrees of Heaven, that it 
- ſhouldever maintain its Reputation and Honour. What I 
haveſaid, that I may not be miſunderſtood, I'll (am up in 
theſe ewo Words, That he who ſhould adviſe the Govern- 
ment to make 4 Teſt, that will diſobbge the Diſſenters, in hopes 
that they would reſem it, deſigns ill to the Security of the Go- 
vernment.: And chat he who ſhould do it, in hopes that they 
would bear it with a Chriſtian Patience, is an Enemy to the Re- 
„ een he han Har 
Ore is plain = 
Leſt that ſhould bar Dillavers Drak Places would diſoblige 
them, that it would endanger the Governmem, And I think it 
will appear yet much more plainly, that ſuch a Teſt, if it 
mould not ruin it, muſt neceſſarily weekes it, and ſub · 
vert the Conſtitution. For as to the firſt. Will it not rab abe 
Government of the Service of a great Body of Men, who are as 
willing and as able to ſerve in the Commiſſions of Taues, Peace 
and Lieutenancy ; in the Bench of and Aſſiſtants; 
n the Courts of Judicature, and Offices of State; or in 
Commands at Sea or Land, as any of their Fellow-Ciri 
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being uſeful in that Honourable Body, or that the exclydiog: 
them mult be very prejudicial. But what Man or Party can 
have the impudence to deny, that the Houſe of Commons 
have — the greateſt Aſſiſtance from the — and di- 
ligence of ſome Perſons and Families, that diſſent from the 
Church of England; and who are not leſs conſiderable fur 
their Intereſt in their on Countys and in Parliament, than 
for their Capacitys of uſing it, to the Service of the Nation? 
I'have known Diſſenters, who in their greateſt Inimacys have 
not only aſſur d me, but given ö IT to be · 
lieve, that it is no more for their Iatereſt, than it is in their 
Power to ſubvert the Church. This Principle muſt keep theſe 
Men from; being dangerous in that great Aſſembly: Aud 
would not their Intereſt, which is knowo'to be ſo clotely con- 
nected with the Libertys of England, and the Moderation of 
the Church, render theſe Men the moſt highly uſeful in an 
Aſſembly, deſigu d to be the Rampart of the Libertys of Eng- 
land, againſt any Encroxchments of the Crown, which the - 
Mitre has but to generally endeavout d to ſupport? The In- 
ſtance of Mr. Alderman Love is very much co our preſent pur- 
poſe, who, tho a noted Diſſenter, was the moſtzealous in 


An. 1613, the Long Parliament, in ng the Liberty, that K. Charles 


5 


the Second had given to the Diſſenters, by ſuſpending all Penal 
Laws about them, in 4 Declaration bearing date March 15. 
167: Declaring he had much rather ſtill go without that de- 
 fird Liberry, than havs it in a way, that muſt at the ſame time 
ruin the ret of the Libertys of his Country; And he was 
the great Inſtrument in getting the King's Declaration voted 
Illegak $M Ul & 3 v 15 7 4 =_- MENG Fre 7 24) 
But there are yet other ge by which the Diſſenters are of 
more general Service,” adn thoſe tog this Teſt makes them e- 
ler. It cuts them off from the Body, and hindets, them from 
_ periotthingany Miniſtry to the whole. Por is it to he expec- 
__tedrhat they ſhould give any Aſfiſtance to thoſe, chat 
- think — + And — « L 
-—B 1 s greater or a ſeſs degrer. I confels; if 
| Fe def them. an mc Parcel ok 
| gnerant, without Intereſt or Influegce ; 
Ther Being in the Intereſt vf the Bociety, could do u no ſer- 
vice; nor their being ſeparated from it; any hurt. But ſince 
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a great many of the Diſſenters are Men of Senſe and Subſtance, 
conſiderable. by their Monys veſted in Trade, ad the ſtrare 
they have in the Lands of England 5 and who; with che Al- 
ſiſtance of the Government. cou'd makea conſid erable Inte- 
reſt for its Support : It wou d be worth the whilero'confider, 
whether any the lic ar that' the Enemys of che! Dif- 
ſenters ſhould propoſe by difobliging them, cod c 


ballance the loſs "of their Direction and their Purſe,” To make he 


Diſſenters unconcern'd for the Commonweal, 'is diſcharging 
ſo many private ach that are generally the firſt that kalte 
and give the Alarm i chat 2 — us; and it's 
a forcing them (9/1 withdraw dhe Supplys they” uſed d at 
ord. 0! 
The ready Subſcriptions of Mony rothe Goverriment, ws 
the moſt melancholy proſpect the Preach Had, during the 
late War. For it was à certain ſign, that' While our Wil was 
good, our Treaſure was not to he — And tho there 
is more Blood in the Body now, tl N during ſome of 
the laſt Vears of the Iate War, anders Bro” away ſo 
conſiderable a part of od Nouriſhthear _ if the Goverh- 
ment. ſhould 95 pH. 2 ters _ of Protec- 
tion, Favour or-P 
her main gar OPER was cl 
a conſtant 92 We. 1 
that advanc a 
coul 


Diſſenters, if they 
them, ad 1 IIe. 
and Intereſts, 

vatio Which no 0 85 75 
them from lending a So 


tha e Will törn 


— it upon the chat 5 99 8 it er outfSubſcrip--- 


code t e to gar. 
is che 1 119 5 ace 
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Since then it appe 
the Thing, that Diſſenters 9 1 uſeful Mem — 
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he Echo 
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ciery, to what end are they to be cut off? The Strength and 
of a Couatry contiſts in the Number of ſober uſeful In- 
habitants : And 11 rob ĩt of ſuch Inhabitants. or to ty up their 
hands from doing Service, is the higheſt Treachery any can be 
guilty of, *Tis like chat barbarous Surgeon, who having a- 
nother in his 5 and finding himſelf unſuſpected, ſhould 
cut off a ſound or uſeſul Member, toruin-or enervate a Body, 
committed to his care to corroborate and preſerve. us 
in one of his moſt tender Minutes, and when he was a 
with * eateſt concern for his Country; obſerving that the 
diſſolute Lives of the Equeſtrian Order, hindert d the encreaſe 
of orgy told them, © That they were guilty of Murder, Im- 

<. piety, and Sacrilegg, and had blended ſuch a variety of 
Crimes together, that he knew not what; Names to give 
them or their Wickedneſs. What would he then have (aid 
if. they had.depopulated a Country well inhabited; or, which 


is the lame thing, it they. had rendred thoſe Inhabitants meer 


e ons aj typ rag 2 —.— 
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beate are the Pin: iſlen· 


Second's words to his Par- 


g l. th had feen the Effects of Perſecution” j 


- hament, 
Where hejecommends to them ſeriouſly to think of ſome 


& courſe to beget à better compoſure in the Minds of his 
2 Subjects in Matters of Religion, whereby they 
_ ede not only to- ſubmit quietly to the Govers- 

| 0 te give their * ance to it, To this 


aws, is very. 
425 to chem, is 
this new. Teſt. 
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any her Penal Laws or Hard- 
ſe that were then in being) is at this time grie- 
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But poſlibly twill be aid that. The Effe of this Teſt wil! Y 
be only like ag away proud Fleſh, that better may come 
in. its room. Very likely ſo in truth : For ſober diligent con- 
ſcientious Men, and = 1 no e dangerous to the 
Conſtitution, are indeed very ill Members of a Society: And 
on the other hand, Non- Abdicators, Non- Aſſociators, and 
Non-Jurors are much more uſeful Men to ſome certain Purpo- — 
ſes than Non-Conformiſts. And when the latter muſt be kept | 
out, there will be ſo many Vacancys, that the others maſt of of 
neceſſity be put in, and continued to ſupply their place. Then 
. the hopes of the Golden Age will begin co revive the droop- 
ing Spirits of a great many good Men, who had fainted, if they 
had not lived to ſee this 25 E of ra) gs by ſeeing 
thoſe Gentlemen fill che Offices of England, who never qua- 
lifed chemſelves by Civil Teſts (the wy ing they unjuſtly 
blame the Diſleaters for, in that of à Religious one) till lo- 
nour or Advantage, or it may be the 
vice chem to take their Swear, as they are pleaſed to 
phraſe it: Who were againſt the Abdication of the late K. 
James, the Aſſociation to ſupport K William, and the Abju- - 
. ration of the pretended Prince of Wales, in order to mam- 
tain her Majeſty's unqueſtionable Right to the Throne, and the 
on in the Proteſtant Line. 

But. further: Iacapacitating Diſſenters, wilt not only wea- 
ken this happy Goverument, by removing a be many of - 
its Props and Supports at the preſent z bur ſubvert the Founde- - 
tion on which tis built. Every one knows that the Engliſh C- 

ſtitutio» conliſts of the Prerogatives of the Crown, and the 
Libertys of the People. Now tis certain that this Conſtitu - 

2 be preſerv d by a a Power, or of In- 
cos. Keen e ſelf, either by: a Power in | 
_-. dhe Cle, as able to maintain its ive, ik the Peo- 4 
| ple ſhould a hen Poiegs, ke 44 ig] as s che Prople hav | 
| eo. maintain their Privileges, ſhould have an In- 
| clination to retrench them: Or if 3 wot has not a power 
to maintain its Rights, equal to the power the People have to 
0 maintain der then the. PI ie of the Crown muſt - 
| ſubſiſt, 1 75 taking away an Inclination from all the Peo- 
| of invading the Prerogative (which is hardly 2 5 


ſych.a part of dem, = may oppoſe. others. that have ſuch 
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-a Deſign. And the latter is all that the Crown can do here 

to its own preſervation · For ſince the Queen's Lands are not 

\ conſiderable, nor her Tenants many; Since ber Revenues are 

not great, nor her Domeſtics numerous, nor her Officers of 

State independent on the People; Since ſhe can neither raiſe 

nor borrow Mony without the Conſent of Parliament : The 
Crown has no native or internal Power (as it has in abſolute 
Monarchys) to preſerve it ſelf; but depends upon an Inclination 

in a Majority of the People (as the Crown of Iſrael did) to 


maintain it. | 


The People on the contrary have an internal Power by their 
Number, Property and ready Mony, to maintain their own 
Privileges againſt any uſurpation. So that the Caſe of the 
Prince and the People are juſt oppolite: For as the Preroga- 
tive has an inward inability to maintain its ſelf, and depends 
upon a Foreiga Inclination; the People have an inherent Pow- 
er to maintain their Libertys 3 which can be injur'd by nothing 
but an Inclination in a part of their own Body to betray em, 
in order to enlarge thoſe of the Crown. © So then: As the 
Security of the Crown (as we remark'd but juſt now) de- 
pends upon this, that no Body of Men ſuperior to the reſt, 
ſhou'd have an Inclination to rob the Prerogative; ſo the 
Security of our Liberrysdepends upon this, that no Body of 
Men ſuperior to the reſt ſhould have an Inclination to betray 
thoſe Libertys, in order to enlarge the Prerogative of the 
Crown. By this time J promiſe my. ſelf, I have ſufficiently 
explain d the meaning of a Balance e Power, and - of Partys or 
Inclination, And Ihope it will not be taken amis: For when 
we know that the Sphere of our Libertys, and the Princess 
Prerogative, are not preſery*d like two Globes, ſupported by 
proper Pedeſtals,. able to bear their own weight; but rather 

- like two of Des Cartes's Whirlpools, by having either ane- 
qual and neceſſary Power to preſerve themſelves, or an e- 
qual Power by accident to hinder mutual Deſtruction, we 
5 war it may be, take mote proper Methods to preſerve 
mem. 5 * oh = r oh RN Mm Was 

This by the way. But to tetutm: An Inelinat ion to pre- 
ſerye the Prerogative of the Crown depends upon ſuch Princi- 
ples as theſe; That it is as much the lawful Right of the King, 
and as much for the Intereſt of England, for the Princet to 
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in reſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenter. 
enjoy bis Privileges (wich are calld the Prerogative) as tis 
for he People to enjoy thelrs. And an-Thelination in the Peo- 
ple to preſerve their Rigles, depends upon ſuch Principles 2s 
theſe: That a King is a Miniſter of God, made to rule by the 
Conſent of the People, upon condition. that he ſhall pre- 
ferve the People in their Rights and Privileges 3 and. forfeit 
their Allegiance hen he breaks them. On the other ſide, an 
Inclitation in the People to give up their own Rights, and to 
enlarge the Prerogative of the Crown, depends upon ſuch- 
Principles as theſe : That Kingly Power is of Divine Right: 
That it can be tranſmitted op 77 deſcent in the Right Line: 
And that hen it is ſo tranſmitted, chere can be no Abuſe in 


the P og ht not quietiy to bear | 
If things then be thus, we need no more, to come to a cer- 
tain knowledg'of what is the Ballance of England; and whe- 


ther a Teſt which weakens the Diſſenters, tends to preſerve 


or deſtroy it4 than to now who ate the Men to whom theſe 
Principles reſpectively belong: And that is not hard to de- 
termine. The Whigs;' of which the Diſſenters have always 
made à conſiderable part (and with whom that Intereſt is ſo 


cloſely connected and imerwoven, that it can't fail to ſhare 
the ſame fate) have been the Men noted ſor their Popular 


and for Having always acted ſutably thereto. They 


Frinci 
a füm Rampatt to the Libertys of the. People a- 


ha ve 


eainſt all the Aſſaults of Arbitrary Power; and have ſo hear- 
tily oppos d the Deſigns of ill Reigus, as to get the Names of 


Commonwealchs: men: But who to ſhew that they were thoro 
Friends to our Conſtitution, and were for defending the Pre- 
rogative veſted in 4 good { 
it to their Advantage and who deſeru d Marks of their 


Gtatitude, for theigreat Deliverance he had wrought, have 
gone ſo far on the 'obliging ſide in the late Reign, as to be 
term'd Apoſtates and Courtiers, in reproach. So that to 


contract the whole of this matter into as narrow a compaſs as 
we can, that it may be ſeen at one view; your may take this 


Abſtract of the Demonſtration. If the preſervation of the 
Balance or Conſtitution of England depends upon a preſerva- 
tion of the Prerogate on the one hand, and the Libertys of 
the People on the other: If moteover the Prerogative can't be 


pre: 


Prince, who they knew would uſe 
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| | prefetv'd, nor the Libeitysof he People deſtroy'd (which 
|  - arethe only Alterations 2 ination in 
| 
| 


the People to preſerve the one, and to give up the other: 
If moreover theſe Inclinations to:preſerve the one. and not to 
give up the other, depend upon Popular Principles; and the 
Whigs are the Men noted for thoſe Principles, and a ſteddy 
Practice conformable thereto : And if laft of all, the Diſſen- 
ters are known to be the Men, with whom (the Whig lacereſt 
muſt riſe and fall: It is certain, that ro weaken the Diſſenters, 
is to deſtroy the Ballance of England. n 
Or if you will, yon may view the Demonſtration in this 
' Light- No Covernment can be happy but by one of theſe 
three ways: Either by Whoteſom Orders, Good Men, or Cantions 
| ones, Wholeſom Orders make Legiſlators and Magiltrates 
both Wiſe and ' Honeſt. Legiſlators and Magiſtrates that 
are beth Wile and Honeſt, render ſuch Orders needleſs by 
their Wiſdom and Honeſty. And choſe that are cautious, do 
the ſame thing by their Craft and Fear. Lacedemon is an inſtance 
of the firſt ſort; who by the meer Mechaniſm of her Rules 
made it in a manner impoſſible ſor any part of the Legiſlative 
or Executive Power to do amiſs. Rome in its Iaſancy, and 
under her Conſuls, is an Inſtance of the ſecond; who with- 
out tlie help of good Orders, by the meer Virtue and Stre: 


of Genius, that was ſo notorious in her Senators and 1 


Magi- 
ſtrates, rais d her (elf to be the Envy of her own, and the Ad- 
miration of ſuture times. Our own Coun as 


| try may ſerve 
an Inſtance of the third: Where I think tis beyond diſpute, 
that our Conſtitution does not determine the Actions of Le- 
- giflators, Magiſtrates and bebe any Mechanical Oecono- 
Ives 


my, which can make Knaves and Fools wiſe ;. but leaves 
room for em, to ſhew them ia their proper Colours: 
And ſure we cannot be ſo vain, as to brag of our Race at pre- 

- ſent. It muſt be own'd that the Heroic Virtue that might 
' ſupport us by its own force, and give a tincture to all that we 
do, has been ſpent. ſome Years ago. ode} 
Since then we cannot depend upon Mens Inclinations to be 

honeſt, we muſt depend upon their Fear of being otherwiſe. 
That Fear is only to be rais d and ſupported by the view of 2 
Power that is able to call them to an account. But when the 
far greater part of the Legiſlature, Magiſtracy and * 
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appear to be ſeri- 
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crous 2nd colluſi ve. ve- 


I'm fure 2 


ry confiſtent withthe 'Scheme of an Union,” and would con- 
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vince the Scots we were in earneſt. I wiſh the Rule of Con 
trarys may for once prove falſe z and that ſtraitning the Sa- 
cramental Teſt, and cramping the Diſſenters mayn t be as in- 
conſiſtent with the Union, as tis with a Comprehenſion. If 


pye travel but a little farther from home, and view the Rete- 


rence of our Iſle to the Continent, we ſhall find it has the Ho- 
nour to be apply d to, as the Head of the Confederacy, and, 
the Protectreſs of the Libertys of Europe. But when ſhe 
has loſt her own Libertys, or endangered them, is ſhe like to 
remain in the ſame Conſideration ? No, *tis for Free Govern- 
ments to become the Patrons of the Oppreſſed. But a Coun- 
try that has loſt her own Libertys, will never have the honor 
to reſtore or maintain thoſe of her 4 And her 
Neighbours, we may depend upon it, will be wiſer, than to 
do her the Honor, of ſuing for that, which it will not be in 
her power to give. | . : 
On the other hand, when we conſider the Dependance 
we have upon the Continent, as well as the Dependance the 
Continent has upon us; we find, to our great Satisfaction, that 
we have Alliances with the Dutch, the King of Pruſſia, and 
ſome other Presbyterians of Germany. But is it — that 
they ſhould repoſe any great Confidence in us, if we perſecute 
their known Friends, and the Men of their Stamp and Pro- 
ſeſſion? Can they ſuppoſe that we can bear any good Will to 
Presbyterian Allies, when we ſhew ſo little to Presbyterian 
Subjects? Such a Suppoſition in them would be Fondneſs and 
not Policy. For fince the peaceable Subjection of the Preſ- 


byterians, and their readineſs to (ſerve the Government, won't 


free them from the Goverament's 1 Can our Fo- 
reign Allies ſuppoſe their Service or Alliances can ſecure them 
againſt the like Diſpleaſure, when occaſion ſerves? It was ar- 

gu'd Iremember a few - Years ſince, when a Bill for diſinheri- 
ting Popiſh Heirs was upon the ſtocks, that we.ought not to 
deal ſeverely wich the Papiſts, becauſe it would beget a mif- 
underſtanding in our Popiſh Allies: But I ſuppoſe our refin'd 
Politicians will be able to find out ſome Diſparity in the caſe 
of Presbyterians. It was ſaid too, that a laint being 
made againſt ſome Pet ſons, by à Roman Catholic, for for- 
warding that Bill, They excus d themſelves upon tlis account, 


cy with 


" 


1 felt to Proteſtant Diſſenter 

our Roman Catholic Allies: Upon which Reply, he weat a- 
way pretty eaſy under the Hardſhip. If this be true, and the 
thing at that time was I remember very confidently reported. 


and generally beliey'd,. there may be ſome other effect of this 


Teſt, beſides breaking in upon Hypocriſy. In the mean while, 
by all that we have ſaid upon this Head, it appears, how ſuch 
a Teſt as this muſt affect our Credit, Aliancet, and the Ballauce 
of Europe, as well as our own true Poize and Conſtitution. And 
after I have named that, 'twere a Folly to ſay any thing more 


upon the fatal Conſequences of ſuch a Teſt. Our Religion 


and Liberty; Our Property and Trade; Our Peace and Credit; 
The lutegritj ＋ Our Councils ;, The Adminiſtration of fuſtice, and 
the Szcceſs of Our mt: And to ſay no more, Our happy E- 
ftabliſhment under a Proteſtant Queen, and the Succeſſion in a Pro- 
teſtant Line, are all built upon our Conſtitution, and can't 
fail to ſhare the Fate of the Foundation which ſupports 


them. | 

And thus I have diſpatch d the firſt Conſideration 3 What is 
the Intereſt of the Government of England. Let us now 
conſider what is the Intereſt of the Church. And for God's 
ſake, Brethren of the Church of England, do you conſider it 
well your ſelves : Lay aſide Prejudice and Paſſion : Forget old 


Quarrels, and little Piques of a later date: Bring a Mind wil- - 


ling to be convinc'd and reconciled: And then tell me, Whe- 
ther it can be for the Reputation of 4 Chriſtian Church, whoſe 


Duty it is to repreſent-the Meekaels and Forbearance, the 


Gentleneſs and the Kindneſs of our Common Lord in all her 
Proceedings, to uſe her Intereſt with the Goverument to treat 
the Diſſenters with Severity, who are of che ſame Body, and 
have the ſame Spirit, and are call'd in one and the ſame hope 


of our Calling; having one Lord, one Faith, one 2 | 


one God and Father of us all. Will this Carriage recomm 
Religion, and be a convincing Proot, that that good Spe of 
Chriſt guides you, whoſe Preſence alone makes your Acts to 
have any Force or Authority? Or can it be an Inſtance of your 
Kindneſs, to deprive Jour Brethren,. the Diſſenters, of the 
Advantages,to which their Birth gives them as juſt a Title as a- 
ny you can lay claim to; and which by conſequence t 

equally to ſhare? Can a Deſign to engroſs the Advantages of 


the Society, when you bear but a part of its Burdens, pro- 
* ceed 


27 


The Intereſt of England, 


aged from that Wiſdom that is from above, which is kind, 
entle, peaceable, eaſy to be intreared, and which is equally. 
5 from Partiality and Hypocriſy? Or has it not rather that 
Selfiſhneſs, whole Property it is to ſeek its own things, and 
not the things of another, which diſcovers it to be of a lower 
Original? And tho ſome Men heated by fighting Prizes in Di- 
vinity, and blinded by the Duſt rhey raiſe, may fondly ima- 
gine, that ſuch a Proceeding will be taken for ajuſt Temporal 
iſcipline (a thing foreign tothe defign of the Goſpel) that 
ougght to be us'd to reclaim Schiſmatics; yet will not others, 
that are in a better poſition to ſee Truth then they, when they 
conſider how little of Spiritual Cenſure the Church of Eng- 
land uſes to her corrupt Members, rather think ſuch a Severi- 
ty to be Opiniativeneſs and Obſtinacy, and an effect of Heat 
and Paſſion, than any true Diſcipline usd towards Members 
that are cut off, in order to reſtore them? For will it be 
poſſible for you to maintain that Reverence and Eſteem in the 
Minds of Men, that belongs to you and to your Eccleſtaftical 
Cenſures, when you commit the Error *, you have confeſt - 
the Artifice of the Papiſts had led'you into in the lateReigns, . 
in the Severitys you uſed to the Diſſenters ? and in breaking 
the Promiſe you have ſo often made to come to a f better 
Temper, and never. to be guilty. of che ſame miſtake * 


I — * tis... th. 
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Hp. Stilling gert e Charge to his Clergy at his firſt Viſitation, p. 49. 
An Apology for the Church ef England with relation to the Spirit of Perſe- 
tut ion with which ſbe is uccuſed, p. 6. | 
+ The Biſnops in their Petition to K. James aſſure him, that their. un- 
- willingneſs to read bis Declaration, did nat. proceed . frum any want of Duty and 
Obellience to his Majeſty, nor from am want of due Tenderneſs to Diſſenterc, 
in relation to whom t hey were willing to come to fuch 4 Temper, ar "ſhould be 
' thought pt, when that matter ſboulu be conſidered. And in their Advice to 
icheifaid King, che) d ſite bis Majeſty to iſſue ant Writs for a Free and Regular 
Marliamentijcin whith abe Church of England might be ſecurcd_.uccarding to the 
AA ,of Unijormity, and, Proviſion-made.- for a due Liberty of Conſci - 
ence. 1 * | g | C 
And ip the account of that Advice, entituled, An Account of the late 
mals made by the Arebbiſhop," with \ fame other Biſhops to his Majeſty, in 4 


Lear 10 l. B. Kfar the Author has #his-Paſpge * I do aſſure you and I am cer- © 
4 5 1 grand in the whole World for ' Aſſurance, that the 
. Biſhops wil never , 
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in reſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenters. | 29 
Or rather, will not this Procedure procure you thoſe Chara. 
ters, Which it will be equally — others to give, or 
rr e . 
But further, Brethren, ſuppoſing your tion be out of 
the Caſe, can it be ſor your thing, © do any thing that ſhall 
weaken this Government, under which our Religion is pro- 
tected; and upon which the Reformation does depend? Is it 
confiſtent with your Security, to uſe your Endeavours to ſplit 
the Proteſtant Intereſt into Partys, and to widenthe Breach, 
when tis attacked by the Devil, heading an Army of Deiſts, 


and 


> Þ 
ver that happy Opportunity ſhall offer ir ſelf, let the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
find, that they will be better than their Word given in their famous Perici- 
on. 

In an Apology for the Church of England, with relation to the Spirit of 
Perſecution, with which ſhe is accus'd : The Reverend Author ſpeaking of the 
q Clergy of tbe Church of England, ſays, Their Piety and Virtue, and the Proſpe# 

that they naw have of ſuffering themſelves, put us beyond all doubt as to their | = 
Sincerity : and if ever God in his Providence brings it ¶ the Church of Eng- 

land] again into a ſettled State, out of tbe Storms into which our Paſſion T 
and Folly, as well as the Treachery of athers, have brought us ; it cannot be ima- ; | 
gin'd that the Biſhops will go off from thoſe Moderate Reſolutions, which 
they have now declared: And they continuing firm, the weak and indiſcreet . 
Paſſions of any of the inferior Clergy muſt needs vaniſh, when they are under 
the Conduct f wiſe and worthy Leaders. And I will boldly ſay this, That if 
the Church of England, after ſhe has got out of this Stonm, will return to 
hearken to the Peeviſhneſs of ſome ſour Men, ſhe will be abandon d both of 
God and Man, and will ſet both Heaven and Earth agaiaft her: The Nation 
ſees: too viſibly how dear the Diſpute about Conformity has coſt us, to ſtand 
any more upon -ſuch Punctilio s. And thoſe in whom our Deliverance 1 
«wrapt up, underſtand this Matter too well, and judge too right of it, to imagine 
that ever they will be Prieſtridden in this Point. So that all Confiderations concur 
to make us cone/ude: there is no danger of our ſplitting 4 ſecond time upon the 

' ſame Rock, And indeed if any Den, were wanting ro compleat che 
Certainty of this Point, the wile and generous Behaviour of the main 
Body of the Diſſenters in ann „ has given them ſo juſt a 
Tale to our Friendſhip, that we muſt reſolve to ſer all the World againſt 
m, If we — e we. 60 wo make them all the returns of 
"Eaſe and Fr hem it is in our Power to do ti. 
TheBiſtopof Saum in his Reflections on a Book concerning the Righes of 

3 Canvocatien, Lives u 4 very full , Account of the Promiſes the 


--Ehnrchof England made in Ning Fames's Reign: For, ſays he, The. Riſhops 
in the former Reign had in that Petition, upon which they ſuffered glo- 
52 | | | 8 | 
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30 Ihe Intereſt of England, 6 
and practical Atheiſts at home, and a Confederacy of Papiſts a- 
broad? Shall the Zeal of propagating Hereſy join ſeparate 
Intereſts, and unite the Heads of diſtant Countrys; And 
- ſhall not a Holy Fear of their Succeſs, and a pious Reſolution 
to reſiſt it, cement us; when by having the Place of our Na- 
tivity common to us both, we have a common Intereſt, and 
a common End to purſue ? Or is an endeavour to diſoblige 
the Diſſenters, the way either to unite and ſtrengthen us at 
home; or to obtain that better correſpondence with the Pro- 
teſtants abroad, which you have profeſt to be your Intereſt, 
* .andyour Reſolution, * in the time of your diſtreſs ? May 


LO — 


— 


riouſly, expreſſed a readineſs to come to a juſt Temper in all the Matters 
of difference among us, when they ſhould be brought before them in 
Convocation or Parliament. And among other Meſlages that were ſent 
over to the King, being then Prince of Orange; one was, that he 
would uſe all his Intereſt among the Diſſenters, to hinder them from 
running into the Declaration, and to the Deſign that was then promo- 
ted of animating them againſt rhe Church. this . (ſays he) I may be 
allowed to ſpeak confidently, becauſe it paſſed through my own Hands ; and I 
drew the Directions that were given to an Eminent Perſon, who was employed in 
it. Upon theſe Reaſons it was, that the Prince promiſed in his Declaration, with 
which he came over, that he would uſe his Endeavours to bring about the ſo- 
much deſired Union, between the Church of England and the Diſſenters. So 
their Majeſtys were under Engagements to make the Experiment. 


hence it plainly appears, that the endeavouring to unite the Church and the 
Diſſenters, for which the late King and 7" of ever glorious Memory, have 
been thought. too great Favourers of the Diſſenters, was as much the Biſhops act, 
as theirs : Only with this difference, that the Biſhops mud it in their 
Aſlict ions, and they and the Clergy drew back upon their deliverance ; and 
that their Majeſtys were true to their Word, after God had bleſt them with 

ucceſs. | — ; 
: 200 of theſe Citations the Judicious Mr. Calam has made, in that Abridg- 
ment of Mr . Baxter's Life, with which he has lately oblig'd-the World. But 
they were ſo neceſſary here, that I could not paſs them by. : | | 

*The Marquis of Hallifax, in his Letter of Advice to Diſſenters, ſays, 
that All former haughtineſs towards the Diſſenters, was for ever extinguiſhed ; 
and that the Spirit of Perſecution was turned into a Spirit of Peace, Charity and 
Condeſcenſion ;, that the A m England was convinced of its —_ in being 
ſevere to hem. And all thinking Men were come to a general Agreement, 
— 2 themſelves off from the Proteſtants abroad, but rather inlarge 
the Foundations, upon Which we are to build our Defences againſt the Com- 
mon Enemy. | T1 


you 


R 


in reſnect to Proteſtant Diſſenters: ; 


you not juſtly expect, if you forget or contradidt the Reſolu:- 
hen 'Men generally con- 


tions you made in your w 
moſt, and think beſt; that God for his own Honor. and 
the Honor of your Proteſtant Church, will repeat thoſe Af- 
flictions, to bring you to the ſame happy hoe 
God's lake, ren, let us not provoke the Lord our God, 
for he is a jealous G 
frenſion, and to Peace; | 

And indeed if you will but give your ſelves leave to reflect; 
Intereſt as well as Duty, will ſollicit you to entertain ſuch De- 


ſigns of Kindneſs and Moderation. For, has the Church of 
England more to fear from the Diſſenters, who agree with- 


again? For- 


z bat the rather one another to Conde: 


her in 36 of her Articles, and differ from her but in three; 
than ſhe has from Atheiſts and Deiſts, who diſown 'em all, 


and the Holy Books in which they are contain'd? Or is ſhe 


in more danger from Nonconformiſts, who are incorporated 
with her into ſeveral Societys, to ſupport the Credit of Re- 


ligion; and were never particularly blam'd for betraying it, 
by am ill Life and Practice; than from choſe Libertines, WhO 
difown all Religion in Fact, and _ it to con 
be free, has the true and antient Church of Englan 
fear from Diſſenters, who often join with her in wo 
their common Lord; than from thoſe Gentlemen, who in one 
breath ſay that all Schiſmatics (and ſuch they ſay are all thoſe 
who have leſt the Center of Union) are out of all ordinary means 
of Salvation; and that conſequently they had rather be Papiſts 
than Schiſmatics; and in the next inveigh againſt the Govern- 
ment, for depoſing 4—p S—»=:, and againſt the Church, 
from falling from that Center of Union (ſuppos d to be the 
Corner-ſtone of the Building) and immediately retire from 
her Communion (I ſuppoſe as Schiſmatical) to Conventicles 
of their own? If not, and it appear that the Church of Eng- 
land ĩs in greater danger from the Enemys of Religion, and 
of the Government; and from ſome of her violent Friends, 


* 


? Ot to 
more to 


who ſubvert her Conſtitution, whilſt they pretend co put her 


a better Fouudation; than the is in from the Diſſenters, 


who ſtand upon the ſame bottom, and only differ in the Plain- 


neſs and Simplicity of the Superſtructure: Then certainly tis « 


not only againſt the Repntatien and Safety, but highly for the In- 


tereſt of the Church of England, to incorporate their * 
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. The Intereſt of England, 1 
with her own, that (he may withſtand the better the Deſigns 
of her Enemys. And indeed the Diſſenters will ſooner or 
later be found the Ballance of Religion as well as of the Ci- 

vil Conſtitution. But if notwithſtanding all that can be faid, 
che Church of England will remain of the Opinion, that the Diſ- 
ſenters are her Enemys: For God's ſake, ſince they are 
leſs dangerous than the reſt, let her reſerve her Eadeavours 
to weaken them till the laſt. 

But perhaps it will be obje&ted, That all that has. been ſaid 
is to no purpoſe; {ance all my Arguments are built upon the 
Suppoſition, chat a Negative Teſt, obliging all Perſons in Of- 
fice to forbear going to a Meeting, will diſoblige the Diſſeuters, 
and turn them out of their Places: Whereas either the Diſſen- 
ters cannot expect Places without complying with this Teſt; 
or there's no doubt, ſince they have not boggled at receiv- 
ing the Sacrament in the Church of England to ſave their 
Places, but for the ſame reaſon they will be brought to com- 
ply: and that in either caſe it cannot be ſaid that, they. will 
diſoblig d. Thus it ſeems for a Diſſenter to expect a Place ö 
is Impudence, and to Qualify himſelf for one is Hypocriſy. 
This is the ewo-edged Sword of ſome Spirits amongſt us, 
forg'd for Miſchief, and Slaughter, by which the Diſſenters 
are to be divided from their Places, themſelves to be ſacriſic d, 
and the ſecrets of their Hearts to be reveal'd. But a little 
Conſideration will take off the Edge of this Weapon, and 
render it harmleſs and inoffenſive. For to the firſt part of the 
Objection, which repreſents the Diſſenters as Impudent and 
Unreaſonable to 2 Places, upon the Suppoſition that they 
are unquality'd, till they comply with this Teſt; It may be 
replyꝰ'd, that 9 and Integrity to diſchar 2 
enjoy the only cations in any in Office, N 
28 and Reaſo 6 


32 


requiſit in the Nature and Reaſon of the thing it (elf, it can ne- 
ver be unreaſonable in the Diſſenters to expect a Place, without 

| having any other, till it can _be-prov'd that Diſlenting, de- 
prives em of theſe neceſſary qualifications : Thoit may be un- 
| juſt and partial ia a Governmeni to impoſe any other, and ſe- 
[ | ditious in the Subjects by violent and illegal Methods to pre- 
their Impoſition. However Iam apt enough to believe 
- 


vent 
chat chere may be ,,? on q ſide or other. And fince - 
2 — "2 


——— — 


nn reſpeck to Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
tis not on theirs who Places, I am not ſure that tis not on 
theirs who deny the Diſlenters any right to enjoy em. Tis plain 
they have an Equitable Right: And then one would think it 
ſhould not be for the Reputation of the Government to ay; that 
Right is reſtrain d by Law. Vet ſome have been ſo laviſh of their 
own ue and of that of the Government, as to venture to 
aſſert, that the Teſt Act reſtrains Diflenters from Places, and 
requires a Qualification in all that are in Office, which is not 
contain'd under thoſe, we have juſt now mention u. 
I am ſure the Time, the Occaſion, the Title, che Preamble, 
and the Enacting part of that Act, do plaialy evince, that the 
Quqalificat ĩon it requires is not to be a Conformiſt, but a Pro- 
teſtant: It was ſimply deſign d to reſtrain Popiſh Recuſants, 
and not other Diſſenters; and to be a- Security to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion in general, and not to the Church of 
in particular. It was chiefly level d at the D. of York, who 
had too much Intereſt with ſome Men, that wou d fain 
be thought the apy Church Men, and the only true Pro- 
teſtants: Whulſt he had none at all with others, who! are 
hardly allow'd to deſerve either of thoſe Titles. Nom he 
muſt have a. more than ordinary ſhate 


netration, wlio ſhou d pretend that tho 
ſtrain'd by the Letter or Equity of that Act, yet they were de- 


of Diſcernmeac and Pe- 
the Diſſenters are not re- 
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ſign d to have been reſtrain'd by the Lawgivers: Since it 7% g. of 
wou'd have been very extraordinary, if a Stateſman, whom K. Shaſtſ- 
Charles II. thought to have more Divinity than all the Biſhops, bury. 


and more Law than all the Judges, ſhou d have ſo miſtaken hi 

deſign, as to procure a Teſt to cramp the Diſſenters, to whom 
he was known to have very favourable Intentions: Or if one 
of his great reach, and hearty concern to the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
ſnou d have ſo overſhot his Mark; as to injure the Diſſen- 
ters, by a Law for the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, 
- when he has been aſten heard to ſay, they had been its Protecti- 
on, and its Mag and were the firſt who took and gave the 
Alarm. of any danger with which it was threatned. Thus the 
known Opinions of that great Politician who introduc d the Sa- 
cramental Teſt, and the Deſigu of the Act it ſelf by which 
twas introduc d, both concur toevince beyond dilpute. that it 
was only donę, becauſe the Inſignificancy of Oaths and all 
other the moſt Sacred Tys, had convinc d our Lawgivers that 


. 
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The Intereſt of England, 1 
fices of England from be Invaſion of Papiſts, and becauſe 

it was known, that it would not exclude the Generality of Pro- 
reſtant Diſſenters, who were wont to communicate Occaſio- 
nally wich the Church, long before that Teſt was thought 
on. If it had been the Defignof that Act, to have reſtrain- 
ed both Papiſts and Diſſenters, as ſome would inſinuate, who 
out of theit great Charity take all Occaſions to couple them to- 
gether; they would have made conſtant Conformity the 
Qualification. But ſince they did not make that a Qualificati- 
on, which was the only one that could reſtrain Diſſenters, 
and only conſtituted the other; becauſe it was the only Qua- 
lification, that it was thought could reſtrain Papiſts : It's 
paſt doubt, that the Teſt Act was only brought in as an Expe- 
dient, to ſecure us from the ill Services of the one, whilſt 
it ſhould not prevent the Uſefulneſs of the others. 

But if the Government thinks fit to reſtrain the Offices of 
England, to Men of Capacity, Integrity and Loyalty, by a- 
ny other Limitations than thoſe in being: Or if the Wiſdom 
ol the Nation ſhould think a farther Security for the Fidelity 


of Men in Office neceſſary; or that any Jealouſys about the 


Loyalty of the Diſſenters ought to be ſatisſy d, and ſome new 
Aſſurances given of their ſteddineſs to the preſent Eſtabliſn- 
ment; let a Teſt be framd to anſwer theſe Ends, and let them 
be taken for the diſaffected Party, who are the firſt that com- 
plain and refuſe to comply. The Proteſtant, Diſſentets deſire 
no Quarter, if they ſcruple the giving any Security, that the 
Government ſhould think fit to require, touching their Opini- 
on of her Majeſty's indiſputable Right to the Crown, or their 
own Obligations to maintain it in her preſent Majeſty, and in 
the Proteſtant Line. br fo willing their Qualificatians for 
Places ſhould be try d by Declarations and Promiſſory Oaths 
to abhor and abjure all Rivals and Pretenders to the Throne, 
and to the Succeſſion; and all violent and illegal Methods to 
make any Alteration in Church or State NM they. are 
willing that their Reſolutions to ſerve the preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment and the future Succeſſion, ſnould nor only be tty'd by 
their Oaths and Declarations, but by che warmch of their- 
Prayers for this happy Government, and the Loyalty of their 
Sermons, and even by their common Talk, where Nature may 
be to have more power, and to be leſs diſguis'd and o- 
ver-rul'd: by Conſideration and Deſign, than in complying 
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as cheſe then let our nurſing Mot her Cate, indif- 
voting. of Places to the Advantage of the Nation, and diſ- 
cern the Duty and Affection of her Children, and know where 
her, Bounty and Favour, as well as her Protection and Indul- 
gence will be rightly PRE But God forbid that ont gra- 
cious Queen ſhould take che Counſel_of the hotter Spitics a- 
mong the Clergy, who would be glad to ſee her Majeſty be- 


come a Mother but to half her Children, and act the part of 5, 


5 
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cat 


a Step mother cowards the reſt ;. who are unjuſtly repreſented pref par. 


as undutiful, whilſt they are afraid of no Teſts of 


Obedience to 4 ſort 


and Affection, but ſuch as wound their Conſciences: whereas 2arathe 


i 3 „ 
jeſty's Service, that they plead for the Exemption of Conſci- 
ence from human 7 org ſince ac ka ſubje&t but to 
one Lord, who if he had nor had 4 prior Right to reſerye it 
to himſelf, her Majeſty could have no Right to. the others. 
But if by the very conſcientious Abſtinence of the Dillen- 
Jer from 2 ſtated Communion with the Church, her Majeſty 
as ſome Security for their conſcientious Regard to her Autho- 
rity, and a ready Subjection of their Lives and Eſtates to her 
Service; and that they are found faultleß in the neceſſary 
Qualifications to a Place: *Tis to be hop d that none of our 
Kays will we ye Policies of * ear wrt 15 
the Law of their God. 


Aud thus one part of the Objection is aner d. Tothe o- 


ther, which ſuppoſes the Diſſenters Hypocritet, for complying 
with the Sacramental Teſt: and that therefore tis not to be ſup- 

d, they will boggls at this new one, or at any thing that ſhall 
be requir'd to qualify them fora Place; it may be return d, that 
if this part of the Oojection be of force, it's worth the while 
to conſider to what end the Teſt: is made: Since it appears 
from the Objection, that this will do the Church no Service, 
and yet be a Temptation to _ Diſlentets to play the Hypo- 

| 2 | crite 


of the Pro- 
ceedings 4. 
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The Intereſt of England, 
crite and wound their Conſciences. For certainly a Number 
of Men that ſhall only go. into a Church to diſguiſe their Opt- 
nions, and to keep their Places ; and ſhall laugh at her Modes 
of Worſhip, as ſoon as ever they are got out; are not likely 
to become wy ſincere themſelves, or to ſtrengthen / the 


Church meerly by being her reputed Members. For as it 
was once remark d by a Great Man in the Houſe of Com- 


Debates in Mons; What Love, Friendſhip, or Obedience can the 
the Houſe ©* Church expect from ſuch Perſons as are forc'd to come to 


of Com- 
mons, 
1680. p. 
211, 212. 


„Church? How can they be depended on, or the Church 
* ſtrengthned? 'You may prevent their Conventicles, and 


cc 


force them either ro come to Church, or pay Fines, and be 
« impriſon'd : But 200 cannot expect chat Force ſhould alter 
their Opinions or AﬀeRions, without which the Church can 
never be the ſtronger. Nay this is one way amongſt o- 
thers, by. which the Perſecution of Diſſenters has always been 
to the prejudice of an Eſtabliſh'd Church in all Countrys, and 
a Toleration always to its advantage. 1 * 

But farther: If ir appears, that the Diſſenters might quali- 
fy themſelves for an Office, by receiving the Sacrament aſter 
the manner of the Church of England, according to theit 

known Principles, and the Rules of the Goſpel: Then it will 
follow that there is no likelihood of their complying with 
the one, from their compliance with the other. Since as none 
will deny but a Law forbidding Diſſenters in Office to go to 
Meetings, will thwart their own Principles; foto hinder Oc- 
caſional Communion with the Church, will be prov'd dire&- 
ly oppoſite to the Rules of the Goſpel- If this can be 
made out, the Objection will wholly yaniſh : And it will 
appear at the ſame time, that it does not follow from the 
Diflenters qualifying themſelves from Offices, by a Sacramen- 
tal Teſt, chat. they deſerve to be.cenſur'dfor the odious Crime 


. of Hypocriſy, ot for any other. Since it will appear th3 


they have acted conſiſtently with their own Principles, at 
the Exampleof the Apoſtles. awd), re 
Io ſhew this, We muſt call to mind; that rhe Diſfentets 
hold the Charch of England, to be 4 tre C lurch of Chris: But 
at the ſame time account ſome of her Modes of Worſhip ir- 
regular and corrupt; and a great many more of them indiffe 
rent, not only in their own Nature, but after they are jor 
7 1. | F ; n 54 * 4 e a 
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in naſpel to Proteſtant Diſſenters: 


ned by the Governors of the Church. . And conſequently. 


that upon theſe and ſome other Reaſons, not at all pertinent to 


the preſent Caſe,' the Church of Englind is not ſo well con- 


ſtituted for Edification as their own. Theſe are the known 
Principles of Diflenters, and. choſe by which their Occaſional 


Communion with the Church of England, may be vindicated 
the high Crime of Hypocriſy, which is laid to their 


Charge. For from their owning the Church of England a 
true Church of Chriſt, it follows, that they think it lawful 
to have Communion with her. For ſince fhe is united to 
Chriſt the Head, the Diſſenters have a ſecret and inviſible 


Communion with her in the ſame Spirit of Grace, and the 


ſame Sopplys: And have an Apparent and Viſible Communi- 
on with her in the ſame Faith, © 1 | 
ſhip, anch all che Fundamental Rules of Diſcipline: And con- 


fequently might have the ſame. viſidle Communion in all che 
Modes of her Worſhip and Diſcipline coo 3 were it not for 


thoſe other Principles. of rheirs, Weich we have jaſt now 


mertion'd, and which" weſhould conſider more diſtinctly, did 
not Charity oblige us to wave it · iu order to defire ſome Men 
to have a little regard to their own Credit, who have had none 


at all to the Reputation of their Neighbours. - 
t has been a common Notion receiv'd and cultivated. upon 


| 5 4 Ku , . 
this Occafion, that the Church of England andthe Diſſenters 
are of two Retigions, I" confeſs Rancour and Malice never 


want ſuch Invectives; and probably the Syſtems may furniſh . 
try, by which unwary Minds may 


out ſome ſuch ſort of Sophi 
be gull'd into this Opinion. *Tis an eafy matter to frame 


Schemes of Divinity, "and to draw Conſequences to impeach 


another Man's Pete; and much eaſier to talk down any Men 
as Perſons of Heretical Principles, and of à different Religi- 
on, who happen to differ from us about its Modes and Acci - 


dents, after we have once plac'd our Religion there. But if 
Mankind would be perfuaded to receive fewer 1 | 


the ſame: Eſſentials bf Wor: 


37 


from others, and to form more of their Notions from the- - 


Scriptures, we ſnould quickly learn that it was meer Cant and 
Jargon to accuſe the Diſſenters of being of a different 1 2 
wi 


from the Church: Since they have all the Unitys of Re 
on, which thoſe Holy Books require.” And that neither the 
Church of England nor the Diſſenters hold any e 


| 1" 


1 Cor. 14. 


40. 


v. 33 · 


SM, Ihe Intereſt of England, | 
that can hinder their being of one Body, and having one Spi- 
: ber Clos Be 


rit, and their being call'd to one Hope of Calling : 
their acknowledging one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 


God and Father of us all. If theſe Unitys will make one 
Religion, and twould be very hard it they ſhould not, I'm. 
ſure the Church and the Diſſenters have not two. But if the 
World will not be contented wich theſe, but are reſolyd to 


have an Unity of Opinions relating to leſſer matters into the 


Bargain, it muſt be allow'd indeed that the Church and the Diſ- 


ſenters are of two Religions 5 but then the Difference will not 
be to the Scandal of either. Since in this ſenſe there are as ma- 


ny Religions as there ate Men, and as great a Variety in our Sen- 


timents as there is in our Face whe there are hardly two alike. 
The Wiſdom of God, which toreſaw that this Variety muſt 
neceſſarily happen, has therefore mercifully provided a Spirit 
of Charity and Peace to be the Unity of our Spirits, and che 
w_ ok —— of which gon tx is to Narr 'd, 12 
withſtanding the diſagreement of our Beliefs.  Chriſtianity,li 
Friendſhip which ſubſtitutes mutual Condeſcenſions to an en- 


tire Conformity to common Maxims, has inſtituted Toleration 


as the Religion of this World, reſerving Uniſormity for the 
ſplendor of the net. 18 
St. Paul indeed enjoins the Coriathians to do all things 
in Decency and Order: But whatever be meant by Decea- 
and Order, I'm ſure Uniformity and Perſecution are not. 
or on the one hand, there were a great many different 
Opinions amongſt them, which he never attempted to re- 
concile; while on the other hand, he permitted the 
Diſlenſions about the uſe of Days, Mears, States of Life, and 
other Circumſtantials of Religion; but commands them to 
receive him that was ſo weak in the Faith as to have ſcruples 
about clieſe leſſer matters, and not to trouble him with doubtful 
diſputations. Since God is ſaid to be ©. Not the Author of 
** Confuſion but of Peace: It ſeems very naturally to fol- 
low, that Peace and Homily are the decent Order which St. 
Paul commanded, and the Cure of that Confuſion: which he 
forbids. Whilſt we know but in part, and propheſy but in part 
we can agree but in part too. The real and perfect Unity of 
Knowledg and Opinion we may endeavour after, but to no pur- 


pole, till thar which is in part ſhall be done away, and that 


which 


in reſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenters.. 
which is perfect ſhall come: That is, at that time, as St. Paul 


another, ſhall be edify*d and finiſh'd into a perfect Man, arriv- 


But whilſt we are on this fide that happy State, Aſſents and Con- 
fents,Church-Oaths and Subſcriptions, with any other Inſtru- 


ments of Uaiformity, may make good State - Engines, and ſerve 
2 Church to perſecute Diſſenters, but for one Conformiſt 


ſhall make a dozen Hypocrites, tempting Men to talk and act 
Uniformly, when it never helps them in the leaſt to think ſo. 
That this —— the 25 5 185 all — 8 — 
mity, every Hiſtory of Uniformity, in every Age where it has 
been attempted in Worſhip or Doctrine, can teſtify. But none 
better chan that of the Church of England, who has bore 
fo hard upon the Conſciences of ſome of her beſt. Members 


with Sublcriprions,as to force from ſome of them, that celebrated 
diſtinction of the Articles, into Articles of Peace and Articles of 


Doctrine. I btlieve no Diſtinction was ever more welcom, 
or ever did a Church more Service. For Men who could nei - 


ther think nor act Uni formly, could then with a fafe Conſci- 
ence, Subſcribe and Conſent and Swear as Uniformly as the 


beſt; and could uſe ſome: Forms in agreement with the Church, 
tho they had a quite different Senſe of them from the Majori- 
ty of thoſe that Conſented, and the Intention of thoſe that im · 
pos dem. Now. one cannot help concluding from all this, 
chat till Uniformity be reach d amongſt Church Men, it ſhould' 
not be ſo earneſtly impos d on others: And that till we can 
arrive at Uniformity in Opinions and Reſolutions as well as in 
Oꝛths, Conſents and Subſcriptions, it is not ſo prudent to inveigh 
againſt Hypocriſy, nor to cenſare different Opinions as differ- 
2 —— — it ſhould ſeem by the meaſures of ſome to be 
to wy * . 7 

But to reſume the Principles of the Diſſenters, and to in- 
vert the Order in which we reciced em, fince that will beſt 
ſerve our purpoſe z the Firſt will be, That they are of Opinion 
that they cannot edify ſo well by them as by their own: That is, 


that they are not ſo likely co be made better Men, and more 


uſeful Neighbours, by the Modes of the Worſhip and Diſ- 
cigline of che Church. of England, as by thoſe of the Pro- 


teſtant 


ing at the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt Jeſus. 


79 


-. 


expreſſes it, when the Saints ſhall be perſected. and the Mem- Eph. 4-12, 
bers of the Body of Chriſt, fitly ß to their Head and to one 13. 8 
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 - reſtant Diſſenters. But if it happens upon any Occaſion, that 


Sir Tho. 
Abney. 


may ſer ve as his particular Juſtification. 


The Intereſt of England, © | 


they can bring as much Glory to God, and be as much ediſy d 
by worſhipping God according tothe Modes of Worſhip us 
in the Church of England, as without them in their own Al- 
ſemblies ; then they think they may lawfully join with her in 
thoſe too. Now ſome Diſſenters are of Opinion, that this 
Occaſion returns as often as *cis neceſſary, by Communt- 
cating with the Church of England, to demonſtrate the chari- 
table Opinion they have of Her: That they own her a True 
Church of Chriſt, ' and only ſeparate from her, becauſe 
of her want of Diſcipline, her impoſing indifferent and 
9 Ceremonys in the Worſhip of God; and becauſe ſhe 
is not ſo likely in their Opinion to improve em in Chriſtian 
Knowledg and Virtue as their own. Now hereby they do but 
aſſert in Practice, what they own in Principle; and act a- 
Pn to that Chiriſtian Spirit, which obliges em to go as 
ar to the healing of Breaches as they can; to excite and pro- 
voke their Brethren to Love, and to repreſent the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution as a Doctrine that anſwers the Deſign of its Pro- 
mulgation : Which was not only the good Will of Heaven 
towards Men, but Peace among the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
But others are of Opinion, that this Occaſion returns only, 
when they qualify themſelves for ſome Office, wherein they 
may be uſeful to Mankind and to their Country, in ſecuring 
Religion againſt the Outrages of the common Enemy. Whe- 
cher this has been the only End, that the Difſenters have pro- 
pos d to themſelves in Occaſional Communion, to qualify. 
them for an Office; yet it muſt be allow'd to their Ho- 
nor, that this has been the Effect. And indeed, beſides that 
one ought in Charity to think the beſt of em, all things con- 


cur to keep us from concluding, that either Honor or Secular 


Intereſt cou d engage em in ſuch a Practice. The Expenſive- 


neſs of moſt of the Offices for which Diſſenters have quali 


fy'd themſelves, takes oft Intereft frombeing the Temptation. 
And as the known Practice of moſt of em in Occaſional Com- 
munion, before an Othce made it neceſſary, is a full vindi- 
cation of them from ſuch a Surmiſe: So the great Endeavours: 
which chat worthy Gentleman made (againſt whom this Cry 
was the loudeſt) to keep out of all Offices, from his ini- 
mitable Modeſty, and his Senſe of the Greatneſs of the Truſte, 


- Service. Since noth 


in reſpe to Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
The ſecond That tho the Church of England be a true 

Church of Ch briſt + ; yet that her Aoder of . Worſhip are not on- 
Iy indifferent in their own Nature; but remain ſo, even 
after the Sovernours of the Church have done all they can 
to make them neceſſary. Leg that every Chriſtian retains 
: liberty to uſe or not to uſe them, according as — 
dence and Charit COW, direct; r 8 by thoſe Rules that 


are laid down in Writings poſtles, about the uſe 
of indifferent Things. Now. apt think that joining 
with the Ute in thoſe. n would be betraying 


Chriſtian Li W Ad W 1 2 e 15 
to cen oy ir 
bl 


Whereas Fs think themlely 


obig 
and by no means to give . 1 


trom any Practice 45855 . 
tions either neceſſary or expedi 


eedom, 


free their Communion with the TER. any CR 'E 
(Oey jo i i | 


nys, from theſe Inconyemences 
_ Parts of her Worlbip with Aden 8 giving 
dom, or i Reſtrain 28 15 
| ſame thing, Kit à neceſſa 
Practice, that they hk | _ 2 — 


Proper or Neceſſary: Then . — 


with Nil in het 15 ns mins with 
man Invention. 
de with the he Charch . 
in 
223 qt ory bor le ſeldom, =_ kerpn 
their own. But others are of opinion, that it 
inſt theſe n when 
Church of England s obligd by AG 120 
to declare that they are no Papi » 0 
* think, 8 by 25 


an Office, 1 85 which Hep 

ing can be more N than that i 
this caſe, they hold Communion wich the Church of 
land as a true Churchof Chriſt, Without « 
of Worſhip expedient or neceſlary. | | 
ter receives. the Sacrament, with. the Church of 
primarily as a - Religious Act, and to vi 
in a ſecondary Senſe 3 which purpoſe 
(ets forth, is to declare he is no a. 


ap their own F 
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The Intereſt of England, 
from his Communion with the Church of England in this caſe;. . 
(what he might, did the Act of Parliament ſet forth, it was. 
to declare himſelf of the Church of England) that he thinks. 
theſe Modes neceflary or expedient : For where is tlie Confe- 
quence of this Hlation ? He is no Papift, therefore he approves: 
of the Ceremonys of the. Church of England: | 
Moſt of the Diſſenters go farther, and think the Church of 
England, tho a true Church, to have ſome Modes of her Wor- 
ſhipand Diſcipline irregalar and corruft. Now tho they cannot 
have a ſtated Communion with herin any part of her Wor- 
ſhip 3 nor any Occaſional Communion in thoſe parts, which. 
they think corrupt, leſt they ſhould countenance thoſe Corrup- 


tions, and give occafion to others to. conclude, they think her 


way of Worſhip preferable'to their own: Yet when upon. 
any Occaſion the Circumſtances of things will allow them to 
have Communion in any part of Worſhip, that is pureand un- 
corrupted, without countenancing the Corruptions introduc'd 
in others, or giving any occaſion to condlude, they prefer her 
Modes of Worſhip to thoſe of the Diffenters, who in : theit 
opinion, have kept the Divine Inſtitutions without any altera- 
tion; then they think they may lawfully have Communion. 
with the Church of England for the Reaſons aforeſaid. In 
the Rule the Diſſenters agree, tho in the Application indeed 
they have ſome difference. For ſome are of opinion, that Com- 
municating but ſeldom with the Church of England is a ſuf- 
ficient Guard againſt countenancing any of her Irregularitys, 
or her Defects: And others are of opinion that communicating 
with her to qual themſelves for an Office, is the only, or 
2 leaſt the beſt guard againſt it: Since in that caſe the Legi- 
flature has declar'd it is only to give a Sacramental Security _ 


that they are not Papiſts. To ſum up theſe Opinions of the Dil- 


ſenters in a word, The firft of their Principles obliges them to 
bold conftant Communion with the Church of England; but the 
Second, Third, and Fourth ſuperſede. it, and make the Diſſen- 
ters abſtain from hat Communion, i the Circumſtances of 
Things remove th Principles owt of the way; and then won that 
oecafion, the firſt is of forte. chic r. this it appears, ha che 
Diſſenters may wirbout incurring the Charge of Hhpocrif5 (or in- 
deed of making a Religious Act ferve meerly to a Secular Inte- 
reſd) receive the-Saorament Occafienally in the Church of England, 


when. 


in reſpect to Proteſtant Diſſenters 4 
'when they can't do it fatedh; and eſpecially ro qualify them- 
ſelves for an Office, when they can't receive it, in mam other caſes. 
And ſince it appears that the Diſſenters have not contradicted 
their Principles, in taking the Pofitive Teſt now in being; let 
it not be thought, till is can be prov d, that a Negative Teſt 
can conſiſt with. choſe Principles (which Iam ſure it never can) 
that it will not diſoblige the Diſſenters, becauſe that 
— the Advantage of a Place, they will be brought to com- 
ply. = 
Thus it appears that the Diſſenters agree wich themſelves. 
Let us (ee now whether they can produce Apoſtolica/ Example, 
to ſupport their Practice: And indeed that ſeems to be very full 
on their fide. But to ſet the Apoſtles Practice in a proper Light, 
we muſt repreſent the tate of the Reform d World in their times, In 
which there were two ſorts of Worſhippers of the true God in 
Jeſus Chriſt. The one reform'd from the Religion of the ewt, 
the other fram the [dolatry of the Geatiles. The Reformation 
of the Jews in their Worſhip conſiſted in the bare Adminiſtration Mar. 28. 
of the Sacraments, and for the reſt was reſtrain d to Doctrine: 19. 
In which they went ſo far as to become a true Church of Chriſt, Tale 22. 
wherein Salvation was to be obtain d. For they believ'd d 
that Jeſus of Nazareth, the Son of the Living God, was the aa: 8. ;7. 
Meſſias that had been promis d to their Fathers: That 13. ,2. 


he had ſuffer d upon a Croſs, but was riſen again from the 2. 23. 
Dead, and aſcended up into the Heavens. Con is 13.36 
they believ'd, that they were to be juſtiſi d by Faith in the 2 22. 
Croſs of Chriſt from thoſe Sins, from which they could not be z. 3 
- acquitted by the Law of Moſes. And that whereas the ; 
Jewiſh Purifications only avaiPd to the cleanfing of the 
Fleſh, their Conſciences ſhould be and ſanctiſi d lieb. 9. 13 


by the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, ſent Jeſus Chriſt, | 
who was aſcended above the Heavens. laſt of all, Act 2.33. 
that thro' his ReſurreRion, they obtain a Reſur- ** 33 
rection to Eternal Life. This was the ſum of our Saviours 
Inſtitution; of the Apoſtles Preaching, and of the Jewiſh Re- 
formation. But in all other things the Law of Moſes was 
ſill obſerv'd, and the Rites of their old Religion ſtill retain d: 
Tho (ome ef em, which they pretended to have receiv'd from ,,,. 
the Tradition of the Elders, had corrupted the Worſhip of 4, , 5 3: 
nn teſtifys. The ' 
| 3 - 


reſt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
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reſt being iaſtituted by God but for a time, which was 
then expir'd, were all indifferent. None of them tended 

Gal.6. 15: to Edificatien, but rather to the miniftring Queſtions and 

1 Tim. 1. Scruples to the Conſciences of the weak and unlearned 3 

Ez. being of a troubleſom nature, embarraſſing fincere Godli- 


Ep. to the nels, and the Remains of a Burden, - that neither they 


| Gala. nor their Fathers were able to bear. However theſe Rites 
A4. 15.10. were ſtill impos d upon all by the High Prieſt and his 


Kindred, together with the Elders, the Repreſentative Body. 
of the Jewiſh Church. And the Jews ſubmitted to the Im- 
poſition, as well thoſe who reform'd, as thoſe who did not. 
And as all who would not conform to them were held to be 
without the Pale of the Church, Infidels and Sinners of the 
Gentiles, with whom it was not lawful, no not ſo much as to 
eat : So whoever among the Jews did —_— them, was 
Acts 17.5. thought a Subverter of the World, and of all that was good. 
& 21. 28. And it was about ſuch ſort of Offenders that their Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Cenſures were in a manner wholly taken up. They ani- 
Mar. 23. madverted ſeverely upon Neglects of the leſſer Matters of the 
23,24% 25 Law, whilſt breaking in upon Effential was not thought cri- 
3 1, minal- Andaccording to their Cuſtoms and Traditions, by 
15.19, 222 which they interpreted the Law, tho in many caſes directly 
21, 22. Oppoſite tothe Law, they often cenſur d thoſe who broke a 
Cuſtom to obſerve the Law of God: So that their Diſcipline 
Mark 7.2, was become; like their Doctrine, — —_— and Corrupt, 

6, 10, 11. But in order to ſupport it, and to give the one and 
other the countenance of the Law, they allow'd no Perſona 
Right to Preach, or to Interpret the Law, but him that had re- 
Mat. 12.2, Ceiy'd that Right from the ſame Men, whom he had the 
7. Traditions he was to teach. He was to have this Power con- 
vey d to him by the Impoſiion of Hands of the Elderſhip, 
who pretended to have their Power convey'd to them, by ãn 
uninterrupted Impoſition from the firſt Prieſt and Elders, 

that were inſtituted in the Jewiſh Church. 

Now this o_—_ appear to have been the State of the 
Reform'd Church of the Jews, if we conſider, that the A- 
poſtles, at their rſt ——ĩ— the Goſpel among them, did 
not endeavour, nor they comply with any farther Reformati- 
on. When we peraſethoſe Sermons which the Apoſtles made 
to the Jews, and which are recorded in the Acts, we find they 


contain the Doctrines we have juſt now recited: But we ne- 


ver find any thing in tham about the Laws of Moſes, or the 
Diſcipline or Hierarchy, of the Jewiſh Church. They let 


them go on to obſerve the Rites, and obey the ſpiritual Go- 
vernors, which they were us d to do, before this new Doctrine 
had been taught. And no wonder: Since our Saviour had 
commanded his Apoſtles and Diſciples, and all the Jews, to 
obſerve to do, what the Scribes — Phariſees bid them, be- Mar. 23.2, 
cauſe they ſat in Moſes s Seat. And indeed the es 3 
themſelves at their firſt Preaching at Jeruſalem did not know, 
but that Moſes was ill to be obey d. God had conceal d the 
— — of Moſes s Law from them, as he did many o- 
ther Truths; letting them into the know ledg of them but by 
degrees: For he well knew how Human was to be 
wrought upon, and had à tender regard to its Weakneſs. S0 
that tis more than probable, the Apoſtles ſuppos d. that the 
Doqines of Chriſtianity were to be taught, and the Jewiſh . 


Worſhip ra be kept ug, and no further Separation to be made = 
—— hurch, than thoſe new Doctrines ſhould | 
HY intr E- 


Both Peter and John went up tothe Temple ar the uſual | 
hour of Prayer, to join wich the Eſtabliſh'd Church in that ag: 3. 1. 
folemn part of Worſhip. And Peter made a ſcruple of Meats *© 
forbidden by the Law of Moſes, tho God gave him a Diſ- * 7, © 
penſation, and of N tho à juſt and a de- 
Wen People ant es A e e meg alt 
rot Was © among 11. 1a, 22. 
Nation of the Jews. And when he did o to him, it was to 
proſelyte him to the Faith of Chriſt, and to the Obſervation 
of the Lam of Moſes: as we {hall preſently evince. Agree- 
ably to theſe Notions and Practice of the Apoſtles, the re- 
ſorm d Jes their Hearers, who. became Members of the 
Church at Jeruſalem, ſtill bought themſelves oblig'd to wor- 
ſhip God, according to the Rites of the Eſtabliſh d Church: 
As is plain in the Iuſtance of thoſe four Men, who, in obſer- 
vance of Moſess Law, made the Vow of Nazarites, perform- Ad. 21.23. 
ing all the Rites of that Vow, and. of the appointed Purifica- ; 
tior + And in that the ſame, Sects werelſtill kept up among em, 15.3. 
utter they had receiv'd the Gofpel-Dogtrine, taco whichthe 
230 Peg 4 ating ubpra, by. their ren rern I the * 
| « = 
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Religion, before that Doctrine had been ever preach'd br en- 
tertain d. And agreeably to their own Notions, all the be- 

lieving Jews equally preſt the Obſervation of the Law of 

Moſes, with the Entertainment of the Goſpel Doctrine, upon 

thoſe, who, by St. Paul's Miniſtry among the Gentiles, were 

As 14-1. Turn d unto God. And they diſputed ſo warmly for the re- 
| ceiving of the oneas well as the other, that the Apoſtles Bar- 
Ver. 2. nabas and Paul found it ueceſſary, for the ſilencing of theſe 
15- 24 Reform'd Jews, and thequieting of the Convert Gentiles, to 
28. 2. go to the Church at Jeruſalem, remaining there under the 
1-4 Promiſe and the Preſidency of the Holy Ghoſt, to determine 
15. 28. the Queſtion. And indeed it was firſt diſcover'd to Paul, not 
Gal. 2.6. by Conference with the Apoſtles, but by ſpecial Revelation, 
1. 15, 16. that he ſhould preach Chriſt to the Gentiles, without requiring 
_— 3- 3» any Works commanded by Moſes's Law. Which Goſpel he 
G4. 1. 18. preach'd for 17 years after his Converſion among the Gen- 
2. 1, 2. tiles; and then communicated it to thoſe af Reputation and 
wid. Eminence at Jeruſalem; by which the Apoſtles and Elders are 
the moſt likely to be meant. They aſter the Hiſtory, 

Act. 15. 12. and ſeeing an Inſtance of the ſucceſs of this among 
— 2 5 bl, — — boy for this _ poſſibly 

2. 1. brought up to Jeruſalem, and a long te upon the matter, 
At 3 did by a Decree of the Holy Ghoſt — this Doctrine to 


24,28, 29. the Gentiles, among whom it had been preach d. 


Yo 
But after the Church of Jeruſalem had r it as che Mind 
of the Holy Ghoſt, That the Reform 'd Geatiles were not 
under the Law of Moſes, ſhe did not think that Law 2 

ted, where it had once oblig d: And therefore did not uſe 
ſame liberty her ſelf, which ſne had allow'd to the Gentiles. 
Whence it was, wer {ly wen the Jews bore to St. Paul at 
his return ro Jeruſalem from planting the Geatile Chur- 
ches, was not, that he had taught the Gentiles, but 
the Jews who were among the Gentiles, to forſake the Law 
Act. 21.22. of Moſes and the Cuſtoms of the Elders. And indeed if 
the Reform d Jews at Jeruſalem, had allow'd themſelves the 
ſame Liberty, which they had after a ſolemn debate confirm'd 
to the Gentiles, Peter would not have been uader ſuch 
dreadful Apprehenſions left certain Jews, who came down 
to Antioch, from St. James (who was then in all probability 
Gal. a. 12, at Jeruſalem) ſhould have ſeen him live according to its te- 
nor. 
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nor. And with this account of the Jewiſh Reformation, ful - 
ly agrees that, which St. James and the Elders give to St. 
Paul of the Church at Jeruſalem, upon his return thither, 
from planting the Reform'd Churches of the Geatiles, and 
confirming by this Decree, the Goſpel, which he had preach'd 
to them for 17 years before. Thou ſeeſt Brother (ſay 
they) how many thouſands of Jews there are who believe; 
that is, the Goſpel:: Of which Remiſſion of Sins by the 
Blood of Chriſt, Sanctification by his Spirit, and Reſurrecti- 
on unto Eternal Life, were the Sum; and yet they © are all, 2 
* zealous of the Law. And long after this: When St. Pau! 
had told the Galatians, that the Rites of Moſes's Law would Gal. f. 2. 
be damnable to them: He is forc d, in conſideration of the 
ſtrong Prejudices of the Hebrews for that Law, to content 
himſelf with proving, that thoſe Rites were ſuperſeded, leay- e. 
ing them to make this Concluſion barely, that therefore they 
were indifferent. | | 

It is farther to be obſerv*d, that where the Diſcipline or 
the Goverament of the Eſtabliſh'd Church was found incon- 
ſiſtent with their Reform'd Doctrine, as it was when the 
Council went to forbid them to preach that Doctrine: They 
then diſſented from it, and. declar'd they would obey God Act 4-19. 
before Men. But at the ſame time we muſt remember, that 5:424*-: 
thoſe Doctrines of the Goſpel which we juſt now epitomiz'd, 
with the two Sacraments, were all they knew of the Will of God, 
more than the teſt of the Jews. But yet they by no means de- 
ny the Authority of the Council, or plead an Exemption from 
th alledging, Chriſt had entirely ſet them at liberty from 
their Ecclefiaſtical Cognizance in all Matters, as he might have 
done by his Prophetic Right, if ic had ſo pleas d him; which is 
known to have been the higheſt Power in the Jewiſh Com- 
monwealch, and to have extended both to Church and State: 
— * à freedom only in this caſe, where there was 
a iy laid "om them, co atteſt the truth of: thoſe things 
they had (een and heard; and ia caſes of the like nature. Intima- V. 20. 
ting however, that in others, where nothing ſhould be enjoin'd 
contrary to the Will of God, they ſhould be obey d. And 
one would not think, that any Body ſhould readily ſuppoſe, 
that they diſſented, and fer themſelves or their Conventicle 
at liberty from the Diſcipline of che Eſtabliſh'd Church, 3 
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: they introduc'd nothing new in this reſpe&, beſides a very 


few Inſtitutions, abſolutely neceſſary upon the ſeparation they 
had made, in point of Doctrine and the Sacraments, from the 
Eftabliſh'd Church; but not ſufficient for the preſervation of 
Order, in an entirely ſeparate Society. | | 
| Theſe were one Set of the Worſhippers of the Truę God 
in Jeſus Chriſt : The other were thoſe who reform'd from the 
Idolatry of the Gentiles, The State of Reformation among 
theſe Converts, was the ſame in Doctrine and the Sacraments 


with that introduc'd among ſome of the Jews : But in all o- 
ther things was very different. For they retain'd none of 


em for any new ones, either of the reform'd Jews 


their old Rites and Modes of Worſhip, and did not exchange 


„ Or 
their own Invention. They worſ#ip'd God by Jeſus Chriſt, 


ſtituted, made up the whole of their Public W 


in the naked Simplicity of the Chriſtian Doctrine. Prayer 
Preaching, giving of Thanks, and of Alms, with the bare 
Adminiſtration of the two Sacraments, juſt as they were in- 


ip. No 
Doctrine was receiv'd among em that Chriſt had not reveal'd; 


nor any Practice that he had not commanded. Nor was any 


Rom.1 4˙1. 


neceſſary, nor dubious Thi 
They did not pretend to be Lords of the Faith of their Hea- 
rers, and of 5 Heritage, by r new Laws, and 


thing forbid, but what was in its own nature deſtructive of 
Chriſtianity 3 excepting the uſe of Meats offer'd to Idols, of 


things ſtrangled, Fornication and Blood, which were forbid 


to the Churches in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia ; and were 
Prohibitions at that time, as the Holy Ghoſt expreſly deelares, 
abſolutely neceſſary. So that upon the whole, among the 
reform'd Gentiles, there were no Terms of Communion but what 
Chriſt had made the Terms of Salvation. Faith and Repentance 


being the Characters of a Man that ſhould be ſav'd, were the 


only Characters requir'd in a Church-Member. - Neither the 
weakneſs of Faith, nor of Knowledg, were to be Bars to his 
Admiſſion. He was to be receiv'd in Love, and not to doubt- 
ful Diſputations. The Governors of the reform'd Gentile 
Churches, did not take upon them to make indifferent Things 


ſtated Terms of Communion. 


2 the nature of Things: But left all ſuch Matters as 
they tound them, declaring themſelves Servants in God's 
Houſe, and that all their Buſineſs was, to do and publiſh their 


aſter's 


. 
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Maſter's Will. And thoſe, who did officiate in the Public Af 
ſemblys of the Gentiles (who were of the Houſhold of Faith) 
4 Stewards of the Myſterys of God, were ſuch as the Lay- 
Chriſtians call'd the Brethren ordain'd, conſtituted and appoin- 
ted by their Suffrages, given by the holding up of their 
Hands *. But in theſe Popular Ordinations the Apoſtles did 
preſide, that they might be the more regular, declaring and 
initiating che Perſon ordain'd by ſolemn Faſting and Prayer. 


And in this ſenſe the Apoſtles were ſaid x«goTovev irg uE s, 


a Phraſe commonly us d in thoſe Countrys, and taken from 
their Forms of Civil Government f. | 

 Agreeably to this new way of Ordination (quite contrary 
to that by the Chirotheſia among the Jews) tis more than 
probable, that they planted the Churches in a very different 
way ; and gave em different Rules of Society aud Diſcipline 
from the Church at Jeruſalem: Introducing a great Diſſenſion 
from the reform'd Jews, in the Simplicity of Worſhip, and 
the Methods of Diſcipline and Government, Theſe Churches 
therefore were held a Schiſmatical ſort of Aſſemblys, with 


1 


— — 


us 


of _—_ 


* Acts 14. 15 eig reyic e d dvrois EC ur xd] Si,, 
which is very ill trantlated in our Engliſh Bibles. 

+ *Tis known that at Athens, upon enacting a Law, or repealing one, the No- 
motbetæ, who were the Repreſentatives of the People, gave the Chirotonia | of 
the People ; and yet the Athenian Law ſays, dia.xaigorwiar; $i mu, T 
oi c epi be Ter vouwy. Let the Proedri, who were to the Nonnthe- 
ta, but as Sheriffs to a Common Hall, make the Chirotonia to all Laws, De- 
moſt. contr. Tĩimocr. And whereas tis known that the People of Athens did 
chuſe their Magiſtrates by the Chirotonia ; Demoſt. Phil. 1. Tet Pollux ſays, 
that the Theſmothete, who were but, like Sheriffs, the Magiſtrates or Preſi- 


— — 
- 


dents of the Aſſembly, met to ordain or appoint a Magiſtrate, did Sperr Xeige- 


Toe: y. 3 8. C. 8. . . 

In this -ſenſe Moſes is ſaid to "make Rulers, and to chuſe able Men to be 
Heads over the People, Exod: 18.25. Deut.1.13. inaſmuth as he propos d the Aa- 
giſtracy to em, and the Qualifications of the Men that were to bear it. But ta. 
the People reſolv d there ſhould be ſuch a Magiſtracy, and choſe the Men wh were 

to be inveſted with it. y ſaw, as it follows, that the thing propos d was good for 
em to do, and they comply'd with it, v. 14. It's remarkable that xatagioe, 
the word us'd by the Septuagint, is usd by the beft Greek Writers, ſor a 
... Propoſal made to thoſe, who have Authority to enact it. And Calvin ſays, it's a 
. common Phraſe among the Roman Hiſtorians, Conſulem qui Comitia habuerit cre- 
_ afſe nouor Mag iſtrat us non aliam ob cauſam, niſi quia ſuffragia receperit, ( 


Populum moderatus eft in eligendo; Calv. Inſt. I. 4. c. 3. S. 15. | E 
| * ö whom 


* 
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whom it was no more lawful to have any Religious Commu- 
nion, than it was to have common Entercourſes with the Per- 
ſons that compos d em. Peter was afraid to be cenſur d for 
the one when he had Communion with the Church at Anti- 
och; and for the other, when he did but converſe with Cor- 
nelius. This Superſtition of the Jews towards the Gentiles, 
is intimated tous by that common Phraſe, That it was unlaw- 
ful to go in toꝰ em, or to eat with em: Whereby all Civil 
and Religious Communion is denoted *. The Jews had very 
narrow Spirits, and treated all as Strangers to God, and all 
hopes of a better Life; who were Aliens from their Church, 
and the Commonwealth of Iſrael. I hope my Reader will 
excuſe me for being ſo particular in the Repreſentation of theſe 
two forts of r gs Since it will make all 
that will be ſaid, upon the Apoſtles Practice and Example in 
Occaſional Communion with both theſe Aſſemblys, much 
more clear and eaſy. Beſides, theſe Thoughts being ſome- 
what out of the common way, I promiſe my ſelf, that the 
Novelty will compenſate for their length. ; 

It will appear to every one that peruſes em ſeriouſly, that 
there are not pore Differences (to ſpeak the moſt modeſtly} 
between any Proteſtant Churches, than there were between 
thoſe of the reform'd Jews and Gentiles : And yet the Apo- 
ſtles had Communion Statedly with the one, and Occaſionally with 
the other. St. Peter, who was the Apoſtle, and great Tea- 

Gal. 2. 7. Cher of the reform'd Circumciſion, and a very ſtrict obſer- 

yer of the Law, as 95 by his ſcrupling to go to Corneli- 

us, and his refuſing to uſe the — 571 gave him in a Viſion, 

to eat Meats forbidden by Moſes s Law; yet went in unto the 

Reform'd Geatiles at Antioch; eat with them, d lud in 

——— all reſpects as they did: And fo did the other Jews that were 

5 4 with him. By theſe Phraſes noching leſs can be intended, 

: than the intire Freedom he us'd upon that occaſion from the 
Lawof Moſes, and his intire conformity to the manner of 


* % bes 


—_ —c 


| * As appears, Ads 11. 23. where Peter being accus'd of going in to the 
Vncircumcis d, and eating with them, juſtifys himſelf, ver. 15, 16, 17. only by 
vindicating his preaching to them, and baptizing. them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

War” 


= 
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Worſhip and Diſcipline receiy d among the Chriſtians at Anti- 
och, who at that time were freed from all Jewiſh Impoſitions. 
For beſides that this Phraſeology denotes this to us, St. Peter's 


3 


Carriage and Behaviour to the reform'd Jews, who came 


down to Antioch from St. James, puts it beyond diſpute: 
For upon their arrival, he immediately withdraws from the 
Communion of the Chriſtians, betaking himſelf again to his 
Jewiſh Rites and Superſtitions; and ſo did the other Jews that 
were with him. St. Peter did not conceal his Converſation 
wich Cornelius, but inſiſted on his Juſtification. For tho in- 
deed it was thought unlawful to have any Converſation with 
the Gentiles upon any account whatſoever, as St. Peter him- 


Acts 1e. 
29, The 


ſelf owns; before his Commiſſion and Succeſs, convinc'd ſune thing 


both him and all the reform'd Jews of the contrary, in the 
Caſe of Cornelius: Yet even then, neither he nor they knew 
more, than that as he preach'd up the Chriſtian Doctrine to 
the Jews, without interrupting their Obſervation of the Law 
of Moſes ; ſo he was to preach the ſame Doctrine to the Gen- 
tiles, but proſelyting em withal to the obſervation of the 
ſaid Law. For St. Paul, to whom the Revelation was ſolely 
made, that Moſes's Law was not binding to the Gentiles, as 
we have before obſerv'd, had not as yet communicated that 
Myſtery of the Goſpel ; not coming. 8p to Jeruſalem about 
it, till fome Years afterwards. So that tho St. Peter had con- 
vers d with Cornelius and his Family, to proſelyte them to 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, and to the Obſervation of the Law; 
and had ſatisfy d the Jews of the Lawfulneſs of his Practice: 


appears by 


Mat. 9.11. 
Joh. 4.27. 


Acts 10, 
Acts 15. 


Acts 10. 
47, 48. 


Yet ſince he fear d left what he had done at Antioch ſnould 


come under their notice, tis. a certain Sign, that there was more 
in this Practice, than there was in the former. And it was 
this, that he, who was a Jew, having at that time convers d 
and worſhip'd God with the reform'd Gentiles, without any 
manner of regard to the Law of Moſes; did not know what 
treatment and uneaſineſs he might meet with from the Jews up- 
- on thataccount. For were not as yet appriz'd, or at 
leaſt perſuaded, that Moſes's Law was abrogated to them, 
and its Rites and Ceremonys become indifferent things; tho 
they had, before this, own'd, that it was not binding, gor 
its Rites neceſſary to the Gentiles. Tho therefore, to avoid 
this Inconvenierice, he * and conceal'd the rn 

K ; 0 9 eg 


52 


Gal. 2.12, 
13. 


acts 9. 15. 
13. 2, 47. 


2 
26, 27, 


Gal. 2. 9. 
Ephel. 3. 
2, 35 55 6. 
Rom. 11. 


13. 
Epheſ. 2. 
15, 19. 


Acts 21. 
27, 28. 


Eph. 3. 1. 
6. 19,20. 
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acting as if theſe Ceremonys were neceſſary 3. yetic is plain 
that he had declar'd before, they were indiff-renat, by his Oc- 
caſional Conformity to a Gentile Church. 3 

St. Paul had upon ſome Occaſions Communion with the 
Jews. His ſtated Communion, we may be ſure, was with the 
Gentiles: For he was their Apoſtle by God s ſpecial Favor 
and Commiſſion. He was ſenſible of the Honor that was 
done to him. and greatly magnify'd his Office. For to him 
it was made known, by ſpecial Revelation, that Chriſt had in 
his Fleſh aboliſh'd the Law of Moſes's Commandinents con- 
tain'd in Ordinances, and thereby broke down that Partition 
Wall, which kept the Gentiles ſtrangers from God, and Fo- 
reigners to the Commonwealth of Iſrael, making them Fel- 
low-Citizens with the Saints, and of the Honſhold of God. 
He was very forward to make known this Counſel of the 
moſt High: For we find it the Subject of his Epiſtles to the 
Galatians, Epheſians, and to the Hebrews : And more or- 
leſs inſiſted on in moſt of his Epiſtles to the reſt of the Gen- 
tile-Churches. He declar'd to them, that God was to be wor- 
ſhip'd in the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, without the Works of 
the Law: And ſettled them according to different Rules of 
Diſcipline and Government from the Eſtabliſh'd Church of 
the Jews. By which he brought a very great Diſſenſion into 
the Reform'd part of the World. Nevertheleſs the Succeſs 
of this Doctrine and Enterprize, anſwer'd the Force of the 
Truth, and his Zeal in declaring it. It ſpread over all Aſia 
and Greece in à very ſhort time. So that he became the 
great Envy of all the Jews, being revil'd and perſecuted, 
not only by the Unbelievers, but by thoſe that had Reform d. 
Thoſe of em who liv d in Aſia, and ſaw what this Apoſtle 
was a doing, follow'd him up to Jeruſalem, and there mov d 
a Riot: by which Paul narrowly eſcaping with his Life, loſt 
his Liberty; being confin d ſome years at Cæſarea, and af- 


terwards at Rome; whence he aſſures the Epheſians he 


was a Priſoner for preacin up this Diſſenſion, the great My- | 

ſtery of the Goſpel. + halle, itch 
And yet as le a Diſſenter as he was, both from 

the Church eſtabliſh'd by Law, and in part reform d: Yet, 


ſomething like a Noncoaformiſt, he could communicate with 
her upon Occaſion. And I ſuppoſe it will not be deny d, that 


ha if | | 
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he did it wich a good Conſcience. For whilſt he was ſowing 
this Diſſenſion over all Aſia and Grece, he made the Vow ot 
peculiar Separation from the World, and Devotion to God, 
commonly call'd the Vow of a Nazarite; which expir'd at 
Cepchrea : Where to make it public, that the vow'd term of At.18,18. 
time was at an end, he ſhav'd his Head. He took great care 
to be at Jeruſalem to obſerve the Feaſt of Pentecoſt } and . 21. 
there he again made a Vow, for ſuch a term, as might expire 
with the Vows of four Men, Members of the Church ar Je- 
* ruſalem : That ſo he might obſerve the Rites of this Vow, 
and of his Purification from it, in common with them, and 
according to the known O: ders and Practice of the Eſtabliſh d Acts 21. 
Church. And tho he was falſly accus d of polluting the 23, 24, 26. 
Temple; yet he aſſures his Countrymen the Jews at Rome, 21. 28. 
upon his arrival there, in order to anſwer to this Accuſation 24. 26. 
before Ceſar to whom he had appeal d, that the charge was 
wholly falſe, for that he had committed nothing againſt the 
People, or the Cuſtoms of their Fathers. Which was as much 28. 17. 
as to ſay, that he had walk d orderly and kept the Law. And 
that we mayn't imagine any of theſe Inſtances of his Occaſio- 
nal Conformity to have been a- meer Accident, or to have 
happen'd thro a ſurprize. or to be a Practice for which he cou'd 
not account: Hedeclares, that it was his conſtant cuſtom, ro _ : 
the Jews to become a Jew, as well as a Gentile among the .“ 
Gentiles. Nay, ſo full is his Example in this caſe, to exempt * 
us from all doubt of his Occaſional Conformity, that he did 
not only conform to the Jewiſh Worſhip upon ſome occaſions 
- himſelf, butadvis'd Timothy to conform too: Who was to Att 16. 3. 
have his ſtared Communion with thoſe Churches, which Paul 
_ planted in Aſia and Greece, and who were forbid to be cir- 
cumcis'd, or to obſerve any Law of Moſes, excepting the 
' Abſtinence from things ſtrangled and from Blood, which 
| he enjoyn'd to a very few of em. For Timothy was circum- 
cis'd at the time, that he was to go ſorth with him to be his .fel- Ibid. 
low-helper, in ſettling thoſe Churches, and his Companion in 
the Lotd. And yet further, co convince us that even his ad- 
viſing Occaſional Conformity was but meerly Occaſional, he 
would not ſuffer Titus to be -circurgcis'd at Jeruſalem; whoſe 
Caſe at firſt view ſeems to be juſt the ſame with Timothy's: 
For they were both Greeks, both converted by Paul, and * a 
| . us'd Acts 16. 1. 
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Tir, r:4+ us d as his Meſſengers and Companions: Yet with this Diſpari- 
1 Tim. 1. a. ty in the caſe, which will ſerve to prove his Advice to Timo- 

thy ſtill more remarkably Occaſional, that his Advice to Ti- 
tus was given at Jeruſalem, the Center of the Jews, and their 
Religionz when that to Timothy was given at Lyſtra in Ly- 
caonia, out of the Sphere of the Jewiſh Power, and where 
that Religion was but barely tolerated. 

Thus I chink it appears beyond Contradiction, that the Apo- 
ſtle Peter, and divers other Jews, tho ſtared Communicants 
with the Reform'd Church of the Jews, were Occafional ones 
with the Churches of the Gentiles: And that Paul and Timo- 
thy, tho fix d Communicants with the Separate Aſſemblys of 
the Chriſtian Gentiles, did — upon Occaſion in the Modes 
of Worſhip us'd by the Reform'd Jews, according to the Rites 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. However ac preſent cheſe do not ap- 

pear to be any thing more than Fact: in Sacred Story; unleſs 

we can find out the Reaſons upon which the Apoſtles allow'd 

themſelves in this Practice; and can make it appear, that thoſe 

Reaſons were not peculiar to their Caſe, but remain yet in 

force to all Chriſtians in the like Circumſtances. If this can 

be made our, the Fat will come under the Notion of an Ex- 

.ample obliging and warranting the like Practice. To do this, 

we muſt call to mind in the firſt place, that Edification or the 

Advancement of Religion in. our own Minds, or in the 

Minds of others, being in the Opinion of the Apoſtles, Re- 

* it ſelf; and the Glory of our great Creator the end 

ol it, which is advanc'd in proportion to the growth and pro- 

greſs Religion makes: All Rules and Modes of Worſhip muſt 

Rom. ig), in their Opinion be inated to it, as means conducing to 
19. this great End. Whence it is that St. Paul lays ſo great a- 
| ſtreſs upon it, as to regulate all the reſt of his Notions and 

1Cor.12.7. Practice by it. He declares Edification the end and the mea- 

ſure of the uſe of all extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit. Where- 

14.4. fore he prefers the Gifts that edify others to thoſe that edify 

v. 1, 2. Our ſelves, and Propheſying to all Gifts, becauſe the moſt 
13. 1, 2,3: Uſeful; and Charity to them all, becauſe infinitely more be- 

neficial to our ſelves and others than all the reſt : As appears 


v. 4, ad g. from its Duration, and the. Peculiar Advantage of its other 
Characters. | 


The Apoſtle therefore regulated his Communion with ne 
et 
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Set of the true Worlkippers of God or the other, by Edification 
as a common Standard, by which he regulated the uſe and 
value of all the Gifts and Graces of the Spiric : So that tis not 
to be ſuppos'd,that he who aim'd ſo much at Edification, would 
have taught the Worſhip of God without the Obſervation of 
any Ceremonys of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, if he had not 
thought, that that ſimple way of Worſhip tended moſt to the 
building up of Chriſtians in their Holineſs and Comfort: And 
yet he thought himſelf oblig'd to worſhip God ſometimes in 
the uſe of thoſe Ceremonys, that he might not irritate the 
Jews, and hinder his Uſefulneſs and their Edification; but 
might on the contrary win upon them, and teſtify that he did. 
not think, chat God had caſt away his People of the Seed of 
Abraham, or that they were to be treated like Caſtaways, 
by a total Abſtinence from their Communion. He declares 
indeed that he was free from all, that is, from any Obligation 
to (ſerve Mens Humors, or the Ceremonial Law: Bur yer 
that he was a Servant to all. that he might not preach and la- 
bour in vain. To them that were under the Law, i. e. of Mo- 
ſes, he became as under the Law, that he might gain them that 
were under the Law : To them that were without che Law, i. e. 
of Moſes, as without the Law, that he might gain them that were 
without the Law : To ſtrong Men in Chriſt he made uſe of all 
his Liberty and conceal'dno part of his moſt advanc'd Knowledg; 1 Cor. 5. 
whilſt to the Weak he became as weak: Being thus made all 15,20, 21, 
things to all Men, that he might ſave ſome. That was the Endihe ** 
aim'd at: And therefore he took all imaginable Care, that his 
_ Chriſtian Knowledg and Liberty, as well as his Power, ſhould 
be us d to the Edification and not to the Deſtruction of any, 
for whom Chriſthad dy d. He was reſolv d not to ruin weak 
Jews, nor weak Chriſtians 3 but choſe to bear the Infirmitys 
of both, yielding as far as he could to the aſſuming Temper of Rom. 15.1. 
the one, and the tender Conſciences of the other, without giv- 
ing countenance to the Faults- of either (ide. He thoughe = 
Occaſional Communion a proper Method to heal their Breach- 
es, and to np a good Conſcience : Hoping thereby co 
pleaſe all Men in all things, and to avoid the Offence of Jew 
and Gentile. Wherefore he enjoins them, not only in imica- 
tion of him, but of our common Pattern, who pleas' d not 
himſelf, to pleaſe their Neighbours for their Good to Edifica- V. 2, 3; 7. 
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tion. For he knew this was not -only a proper Expedient to 


win them over from their Follys, but a good Opportunity to 


act Criſtian Forbearance and Toleration; no inconſide- 
_ — of chat Godliueſs, which ought to be our conſtant 
Exerciſe. 


4 


Thus he promoted his own Edification, and that of others, 


by Occaſional Conformity to the eſtabliſh'd Church. But 
his Conformity was always manag'd with a due Guard and 
Caution, leſt he ſhould countenance and abet the Modes of 


- Worſhip and Diſcipline he only bore with. He call'd all Men 


Ibid. 


moſt eminent of the Reform'd Jews at Jeruſalem, when 
* thither to conſult about the Reform'd Gentiles. But where he 


to Liberty, proclaiming a Freedom from Moſes's Law, pub- 
licly to the Gentiles in Aſia and Greece, and 8 to the 
Went 


thought the Jews Pre judices ſo great, and their K nowledg ſo weak 
and confus'd, as that it was altogether unlikely to convince 
them, or to get any thing by his endeavours to do it, but Ha- 
tred and Oppoſition in the Courſe of his Miniſtry, which, 
comparing to a Race, he expreſſes under the Metaphor of run- 
ning in vain; he not only conceal'd his Knowledg, but wor- 
ſhip d God in their Way; circumciſing Timothy,” and making 
Vows, and purifying himſelf according to the Law, at the time 
of their Accompliſhment. But when he did ſo, it was always 
done in that manner, and under thoſe Circumſtances, that t 

Jews could infer no more from his Practice, than that he did 
not think them ſinful : and fo could. according to his Chriſtian 
Liberty, comply with them upon Occaſion. But when the 


Jews would impoſe them upon him or others, or by any o- 


ther overt Act declare, that they expected his Compliance 


with them, as things that were neceſſary or preferable to the 


Simplicity of the Goſpel : Or when at any time his Compliance 
would have made it a neceſſary Inference, that he thought 
them ſo; then he abſtain d from the uſe of them, ſtood up 
in the Defence of his Liberty, and commanded others in the 


Name of the Lord, not to be entangled again with any Yoke 
of Bondage. 9 K 


Thus, for Example, he circumcis'd Timothy a Greek at 


Lyſua, that he might not irrigate nor offend the Jews in thoſe 
- Quarters: But would not ſuffer Titus to be circumcis d at Je- 


rulalem, leſt the Jews ſhould have taken Umbrage, that he 
thought Circumciſion neceſſary; For the Jews at Jeruſalem, 


who 
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mY 2 in reſecd 1 ; 
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— of their Ceremonys. 
the ale of. 1 15 had been . apy 


— RM him to be 5 4, that * take, not — nnn 4, 8. 
Liberty, and: this Truth of the Go I, that we are free from all 
= and only under the La to Chriſt. la the lame manner” he 


ong. ke it. to _=__ that. this-was 

their ſenſe of the matter ; - Joy farther 140 they: had declar d the 
Gentiles (and conſequently him as We, ſtle) free from its Ob- Ads 21. « 
ligation, But when-the Jews would have per ſuaded the Galatians to 20 4d 25. 
have obſerv'd Moſess Law, as Perſons under it, or. oblig d by it, 
and to whom this Compliance b y N was rde be br Gal. . 

them the 3 upon pai 

And no wonder he ſhould manage "himſelf x Te in relation. to | 
Crieaonys of the Law.; ſiuce he often Cefn them —＋ Ars vet. 6. 
ferent: And therefore was obl to regplate hus is uſe of them by the 
ſame Maxims, that ated : his. ule of all other things of che 
ſame nature, He 2 tcumciſion (under which, as the Initiato - 
ry Rite, be includes all 1 in d. to the Jewith with 4..10, 11. 
the uſe of Meats, Her e obſervation of Days; and the 
Circumcis d and d in ny with Male and Female, Col. 3. 11. 
Barbarian, Scythian, Bond and Free: of which have any: ne- Gal. 3. 28. 

ceſſar ton with the Fear or the.. Favour 25 ſince with 

God there is no reſpect of Perſons. And hence, he gives the very 
ſathe Advice to the (irtumcis d and Uncircumcis d in Chriſt, as be 
daes to the Bond and Free; commanding em all to remain in the State 1 Cor. 7. 
wherein they were calrd, without being follicitous- to have it alter d. 18,19, 2c; 
Since then he declares this Ceremonys the Eſtabliſh d. Church to 21. 
de in the Class of indifferent Thi z WE may come to a farther- 


* when he that 
he, from. car the ales be lays mig and ought toc 
== by 


fame natare. Now his Rules about the uſe of © Meats 
Law, or by having been offer'd to Idols, ſeem to 
8 ought to uſe · them as fat as they will edi · 


abe them Sin Uh r t Li cl IgE by 
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Rom. 14.9. man in his Error. The firſt of theſe Rules he lays down in fo ma · 


zie eren of England, 

ny words; as the Sum of his Diſcourſe about ſome indifferent things, 

And the others may be juſtly collected from the Directions he gives 

1 Cor. 8. about Meats, that were held unclean, becauſe they had been of: 

10. fer d to Idols; whether they were eaten in the Idol's Temple, or at 

17 77: an [dolater's private Table, or in the Believer's Houſe: but which 
25. he had bought in the Shambles,where theſe Meats bad been ſold, 

In all theſe caſes he directs them not to eat, where they ſhould by 

Cor. 8 their Example induce an ignorant Chriſtian to do the ſame; to 

: 2 p4 * Whom becauſeit was not of Faith, it would be Sin. Nor when 


oy" they ſhould countenance the Errors of the Heathen, and give em 


2 14+ reaſon to conclude they beld their Idolatry lawful. And there- 
- oo fore tho they might eat of Meats offer d to Idols in the Idol's Tem- 
— they might not partake of thoſe very Meats at a Feaſt in an Idolater's 
private Houſe, or any where elſe, if 17 did ask em to eat of 
thoſe Meats as a Teft, whether they held t 


„ Idols, and I'll watch what you'll do: Then they were to ab- 
ſtain for the ſake of. his Conſcience or Judgment that ſaid fo ; that 


their Liberty to eat thoſe Meats might not be made a Reaſon, for 
v. 29. him tojudg, that his Idolatry was allowable. For, ſays the Apoſtle, 


doit, when it will give Offence to the Gentiles, that is, to the Hea- 


thens (or when it will cauſe them to offend) no more than you 
would do 15 to give an occaſion of Offence to the Jews, or to the 
Church of whether of 7 Gentiles; in this caſe 


V. 31, 32+ you would walk as uncharitably as in the other. But theſe being 


the Reform 


x Cor. 10. 
32. 


web 


— 


8. ple, upon a common Invitation to partake of good Cheer; * yet 


| their Idolatry lawfal.. 
10. 28, For if any Man ſay, Here Chriſtian, © this is offer d in Sacrifice to 


whether ye eat or drink, do all to God's Glory; and therefore dont 


Church 


— 


in effekt ts Proteſtant ee 3? 
Church it ſelf, that had thoſe 8, would be a ſufficient 
gue againſt giving themany Countenance or ement. In 
this he had his great Lord and Maſter for a Pattern, who join'd in 
the Worſhip of the Temple and the Synagogue among the Jews, 
in the Days of his rang Perm there were ſuch Deviations in a great 
man of it from Moſes's Inſtitution, that had he then aroſe 
from the Dead, he wou'd never have own'd it for his. And-yet I 
ſuppoſe it will not be ſaid, that either our Saviour or his Apoſtles, 
the great Reformers of Mankind, gave any Countenance to the Cor- 
ruptions of God's Worſhip. os 

In fine, the ſame Rules that directed the Apoſtles, hold for ever 
in the uſe of indifferent things ; and particularly in Conforming to 

a Church, that has, or is thought to have any Irregularitys and De- 
feats. And if the Occaſions wherein Conformity with ſuch a 
Church is us'd and forborn, be gs vas by theſe Principles, how 
humorſom ſoever occaſional Compliances with them may appear to 
Men, ho do not conſider, or are refolv'd to banter and ridicule: 
It will be allow d by all ſober Minds, to be a Practice, built upon 

| the moſt durable Foundation; even u on Charity, which muſt laſt, 

when a great many other Chriſtian Gifts and Virtues will fail. 1 

don't think it worth my while to make any particular Application of 
the Practice and Principles of the Apoſtles, to the Occaſional Con- 
formity, and the ſtated Abſtinence of the Difſenters from the Ce- 

remonys of the Church. I am afraid of being tedious. And I 

think I have taken care to repreſent the Caſe of the Reform'd Jews 

and Gentiles in the Apoſtolical Times, fo parallel and analogous to 

that of the Reform'd Eftabliſh'd Church and the Diſſenters, that a 
rticular Application is unneceſſary. The intelligent Reader will 
able, by caſting bis Eye a little back, to ſave me the pains, and 

fix it better in his own Memory. © "000 

I (tall only ſay this, that I am heartily gx ſome Gentlemen 2 , u. 

of uncommon Penetration and Diſcernment, who have taken a g _— — 

deal of Pains, to convince the Diſſenters 9 Ab- n © 

ſordity of Occafional Communion, had not liv'd in the Apoſtles Com) 
Days; that they might have ſet them right in this perverſe Practice. Hiſſen- 

Their Arguments had been as unanſwerable to them, as they are fer- in Ca- 

now to the Noggonformiſts. For they would have told St. Peter, ſes of Pre- 

St. Paul and the teſt of em, that either liance with the E- ferment, 
ſtabliſh'd Church was lawful or unlawful : It lawful, that they Ay. Stubör 

5 ought to comply always: If unlawful, how, could they comply at Sermon, 

all? Another Gentleman wou d have convinc'd em, with the Aſſiſ Fr Cod or. 

_ tance of Mr. Pool's, and the Aſſembly's Annotations upon 1 Ki s for —_ 

18 21. that ſuch Ambidexter Doings was halting between two G. l, 
pinions, and an uncertainty in Judgment not to be allow'd. Or il Religimm; 
their Reaſons had not been ſo {sful, they cou d not havefail'd reach 4. 
to * 2 em by — 1 For Ox won have af gainſi 0c- 
ſuur d em, That it w ig Proteus's in Religion, playing at caſional 
© Bopeep wich God Almighty. and halting bew God and Baal : Communi- - 
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1 * That on. 
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That it was like, Ship with ber 5k bald ſome: beck 22 e 
Like a Workman that builds with ene Band, and pulls down With _ 
* Like a Fiſherman, who catches Fiſh wirkt one hand, and throws them ane 
to the Sea with the other; like every thing which ſigflifiez nothing; They. 
© would have aſſur d, them that to lay a Man cop'd be ot .xwo Bega Fe "was... 
&« Contradiction, unleſs there were two Gods ro worſhip, or he 
Mr. D. Fr Sous to ſave. And that Religion was the Sacred Profeſſion of the None” 
Inquir. &c. © © of God; ſerving him, believing in him, expecting from him: and like 
p.10 71, <p, God i ir refers to, was in one and the fame Object, one and the ſame 
Ii. Stubjs © ching, indiviſible and inſeparable: That there was in it no Neuter Gen- 
Serm.p.10, © der, no Ambiguous Article, God or, Baal: and that Mediums were 
4 impoſſible. 1 it they had but had the good luck to | prevent che 
Occaſional Communion of the Apoſtles by theſe maſterly Strokes of Reaſon 
and Rhetoric, they might have prevented the like — among the Diſ- 
ſenters; or ſilencd em at leaſt as a pareel of Shufflers and - Legetde mains. 
But ſince the Apoſtles had the good fortune to eſcape heir Laſh. and their 
Artempts to prevent this Practice, tis to be hop d chat nods me tuture hat +: 
Diſſenters may. do ſo too. f 


POSTSCRIPT 


1 N to take notice of the Arts 
1 . fare us d to — Chriſtianity. Poſſibly he will dar Jun he now a days « 0} 
Jermine Allow'd to have been a Perſecutor, for the Gentleman' made no — 21 
* extir. 12 Laws againſt che Chriſtians. He equally /envy'd their Doctrine, the: Honor 


pate Chri- of Martyrdom, and Succeſs. Bur if his Perſecution of che Chriſtians was % 


flianity, by © ident, yer ceftainly no Merbdds ere ever fo well contriv d for cheir Ex- 
7. 622. tirpaticn. ie firſt expos'd thee under the Name of Galileans to Scorn and 


„Sam. Contempt. In t Place down their Academys and Schools. 
Johnſon. He i e — D all Places Cn — en, 
w 0 diſarm 8 ae the Sol 
2 nick „ It 4 remarkable töb, that dum in France of 
, Capacity ty, of haldi or Place Truſt, N 12 confirm'd 
— em by fever; erde FAR of of che Jeff —4 
Set. 21, taken to fepeal chat Edict, and extirpate the — Noe „ 
& 29. ; of th 2785 amiſs necher ro infer theſe Occaſune! Barmen and Ham 
9 1 p 


vp. 50551. St. Peter generally, worſhipp' 4 God with, the af leg mann, bub: 
ſcmetimes withour YW 2 . 


v. p. 2, 3: Sts Paul x ene withour 4 ＋ Cere: 
3253 be els God ge rally the, Jen inn 


A0 16.3. . He Aid l te ee 1 1, but. nous naw Fe "ON 


Gal. 2. 3. tus 1d be eirclmeig'd 
As) 5.24. And he did it in a res mail ro deliver a derer, which, werd Ci 


cumbHien a 1. F-mens Souls.” *© 
Cor. 7. 16. He adyn da chat Were Jews to remain fo; and yereold the Galaiams, 1 
Gal. 3. 2. they became” Jews'theycould not be fa d-. 
1 Cor. 8. io. He alkws the Cotiurhians to ear.Mears ufer d to lach, in che Idols Tem- 


| 30. 2½ 28. ple z and forbids them th ear thoſe Nea 2t an Idalarer's privace Temple. | 1 2 


mie char bat tead the . iy he he. Peony, 
2 _— Occaſronal Conformity, and none 
dog 


o — 2 * * > : 
WA * * 2 4 * 
wo ET TE 92 tro * ABS 


. A * Ee 


